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Phase I of the Susquehanna River Water Trail Wayfinding & 
Branding Program was financed in part by: 
 
1) A grant from the Community Conservation Partnerships 
Program (C2P2) utilizing funding from the Environmental 
Stewarships Fund under the administration of the  
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural  
Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, and  
2) A grant from the Boating Facilities Grant Program  
administered by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat  
Commission, Bureau of Boating.
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Overview
The Susquehanna River Water Trail (Water Trail) is a tri-state system traversing New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland. Within Pennsylvania, the Water Trail is split into four sections, each of which is managed by a 
state-designated manager. The PA sections of the Susquehanna River Water Trail were created between  
2004 - 2009 through a cooperative mapping project led by the Chesapeake Bay Gateways Heritage Program 
and numerous local stakeholders and state agencies. The Susquehanna River Water Trail network is a  
connected landscape of motorized boat launches, canoe accesses, camping areas, river town communities, 
and conserved public lands that access the Susquehanna River. Among other purposes, the water trail offers 
opportunities for outdoor recreation, economic development, and heritage promotion. 

The four sections within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania include the West Branch, the North Branch,  
the Middle Susquehanna, and the Lower Susquehanna. Between these four sections roughly 519 miles  
of water trail exist linking 20 counties and numerous communities. These four sections are also part of  
several national, state, and local conservation, promotion, and recreational initiatives. 

The managing partners recognized opportunities to enhance the user experience through more  
consistent branding and better wayfinding signage. Prior to this initiative, a trail-wide system of branding  
and wayfinding did not exist. They engaged Gecko Group, Inc. to collaborate with their teams to develop  
a unifying Branding and Wayfinding Design Guide for the entire Susquehanna River Water Trail within  
Pennsylvania as Phase I of a multi-phased plan aimed toward full implementation.

Due to the overlapping intiatives and branding along the trail system, care was taken to create a brand  
that was independent of any one particular organization, agency, and landscape. This independence  
best ensures that the brand can be implemented in all four regions, with future adoption and  
implementation in the connecting states of New York and Maryland.

Project Approach
The first stage of this engagement was a period of discovery to assess the current conditions and report
on those findings including identifying issues and opportunities. That report served as the compilation  
of the discovery sessions with the partners, intensive review of the background and reference materials
provided, and suggestions for approaches in moving forward with both unified branding and a hierarchy
of wayfinding. Those findings and subsequent discussions around opportunities served to inform
latter stages of the identity and wayfinding design concepting and development. The Findings Report  
is attached as an addendum to this final report. All designs were reviewed by the managers and water  
trail partners including the Pennsylvania Department of Natural Resources and Pennsylvania Fish and  
Boat Commission.

Following the discovery and recommendations stages of the project, the project team worked through  
schematic design and refinement in the design development phases.  The logo and identity brand  
guidelines as well as the family of wayfinding signage shown in this final report are the result of these  
iterative stages of design representing the agreed-upon design intent for all elements.  

About this Report
The Susquehanna River Water Trail managers and their network of partners should use this final report document  
in their planning approach for implementing site-specific planning, art file production, and fabrication (Phase II  
and III of the Wayfinding Program). This report serves as the basis for future phases that will include specific  
site condition assessments, sign type determinations, location planning, message schedules and final art file  
production along with fabrication bidding through fabrication and installation.

The report includes brand style guidelines for the new logo and usage.  Final logo art files in varied formats have 
been provided for use by each water trail branch or section. The wayfinding family of signage is outlined and 
detailed for the design intent.  As the latter phase of fabrication occurs, the awarded fabrication firm should be 
responsible for creating construction or shop drawings for each specific sign type to be reviewed and approved  
by the managing partners. Likewise, the brand style guide should be used as a guide for graphic implementation 
of each sign type in the future phases of work.

A sampling of varied site scenarios was selected to provide a guideline, or reference, for future site-specific  
planning for sign type selection and location planning.  These location maps are samples for reference only  
and do not represent the specific site’s final signage plan.

In addition, this final report includes considerations and strategies for approaching subsequent phases for  
implementation along with a snapshot of cost projections for each sign type version with some options.  
These cost projection ranges represent per unit fabrication costs only, exclusive of installation or other soft  
costs such as drawings or project management. They also do not represent a formal cost estimate or bid,  
nor do they include potential efficiencies associated with economies of scale. These ballparks are provided  
for budgetary planning purposes only as one variable in decision making for future phases.
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LOGO & LOGOTYPE

SYSTEM LOGO

SECTION LOGOS

A1 - 4-color logo

B1, B2, B3, B4 - Full Color Logos C1, C2, C3, C4 - Black Logos

�����������
�����
������������

������������
������
������������

INDIVIDUAL SECTION LOGOS
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B1 B2 B3 B4 B5 B6

FUTURE SECTION LOGOS
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C1 C2 C3 C4
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A3 - 1-color logo
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A4 - Black logo
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Primary logo should be used as shown 
across all brand materials. Logo mark  
or text should not be altered, skewed,  
or scaled in any way. 

Section logos should be used as shown 
across all brand materials. Logo mark  
or text should not be altered, skewed,  
or scaled in any way. 

NOTE: A full section logo and individual 
logo will be provided for each section. 
West Branch is used here for reference 
only.
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LOGO & ORGANIZATION LOGOS

PRIMARY LOGO

SECTION LOGO

INDIVIDUAL SECTION LOGOS

A SAMPLE OF ORGANIZATIONAL LOGOS ASSOCIATED WITH THE WATER TRAIL
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LOGO HIERARCHY/USAGE

FULL TRAIL MARKETING, WEBSITE, SIGNAGE

SECTION LOGOS

PRIMARY LOGO

CORRIDOR/LANDSCAPE AND PARTNER LOGOS

SECTION MARKETING, WEBSITE, SIGNAGE

SECTION LOGOS

CORRIDOR/LANDSCAPE AND PARTNER LOGOS

PRIMARY LOGO / LOGOTYPE
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LOGO USAGE

PRIMARY LOGO
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FULL-COLOR LOGO USED 
ON WHITE BACKGROUND 
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BLUE LOGO USED 
ON WHITE BACKGROUND 

FULL-COLOR LOGO USED 
ON WHITE BACKGROUND 

WHITE LOGO USED 
ON DARK BACKGROUND

WHITE LOGO USED 
ON DARK BACKGROUND

BLUE LOGO USED 
ON WHITE BACKGROUND 

SECTION LOGOS

�����������
�����
������������

�����������
�����
������������

����
������

�����
������

������
�������

�����
�������

����
������

�����
������

������
�������

�����
�������

Logos should appear as shown when used on 
various graphic backgrounds across brand 
materials. No other colors should be used or 
substituted. See full color palette on PG. 12 
for details.

NOTE: Separate guidelines will be provided 
for logo usage across signage. See following 
pages for more details.
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LOGO USAGE - FOR MARKETING (PRINT AND WEB)

SYSTEM LOGO SECTION LOGOS

MINIMUM SIZE: 1” WIDE

DO NOT RECREATE ANY PART 
OF THE LOGO, INCLUDING TEXT

Susquehanna
River
Water Trails
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DO NOT PLACE THE LOGO AT AN ANGLE.


DO NOT DISTORT THE LOGO OR TEXT.�
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DO NOT USE ON A BUSY OR DARK
BACKGROUND.

�

�����������
�����
������������

�����������
�����
������������

DO KEEP A CLEAR SPACE AROUND LOGO 
EQUAL TO THE TEARDROP SHAPE FROM THE LOGO.
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MINIMUM SIZE: 1” WIDE

� 
 DO USE THE LOGO AT THE MINIMUM 
SIZE OR LARGER.

DO NOT RECREATE ANY PART 
OF THE LOGO.�

DO NOT PLACE THE LOGO AT AN ANGLE.


DO NOT DISTORT THE LOGO OR TEXT.�

DO NOT USE ON A BUSY OR DARK
BACKGROUND.

�

DO KEEP A CLEAR SPACE AROUND LOGO 
EQUAL TO 2 TEARDROP SHAPES� 
 DO USE THE LOGO AT THE MINIMUM 

SIZE OR LARGER.
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DO NOT REORDER LOGO/TEXT LOCK UP

River
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LOGO USAGE ON SIGNAGE

SITE ACCESS VEHICULAR SIGNAGE

SITE ACCESS VEHICULAR 
SIGNAGE VERTICAL

WATER TRAIL ACCESS WAYFINDING PEDESTRIAN WAYFINDING

KIOSK HEADER SIGNAGE

PANEL ON EXISTING VEHICULAR SIGNAGE

SMALL REGULATORY SIGNAGE

LOGO PANEL FOR EXISTING VEHICULAR SIGNAGE
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MEDIUM REGULATORY SIGNAGE
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Section logos should be used with a 
white curved mortise background on 
all double and single-sided signage 
unless sign background is white. 

‘Susquehanna River Water Trails’
text and site access name should be used 
on all access and header signage and 
should always be displayed in Title Case.

NOTE: 
These guidelines apply to all branches. 

‘Susquehanna River Water Trails’
text should be used in place of 
access name on panels applied to 
existing signage where access name 
is already on existing sign.

Section logos should be used on 
curved mortise as shown when used 
alone and applied to existing signage 

The branch accent color should 
be treated graphically as shown 
on access and header signage. 
Icons should always be placed 
here when applicable.

Logo can be used  
without mortise on 
signs with white  
background. 

Section logos should be used with a 
white square mortise background on 
multiple- sided/wrap signs 

Number of icons shown on each sign type here 
represents the maximum number of icons to be 
used on the sign type. If more icons are needed, 
the height of the color field can be adjusted by a 
designer to allow for another icon.

The section accent color should 
be treated graphically as shown 
on access and header signage. 
Icons should always be placed 
here when applicable.

Alternate site icon layouts 
for 2 and 3 icons.

Alternate site icon layouts 
for 2 and 3 icons.

Alternate site icon layout 
for 2 or 4 icons.

Alternate site 
icon layout for 
2 icons.
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COLOR PALETTE

FULL-COLOR PALETTE

M2 - Stainless Steel
        or Aluminum

M3 - Perforated Metal
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PRIMARY LOGO PALETTE
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CAUTION SIGNAGE

WEST BRANCH COLOR PALETTE
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NORTH BRANCH COLOR PALETTE
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MIDDLE SUSQUEHANNA COLOR PALETTE
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LOWER SUSQUEHANNA COLOR PALETTE
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EXAMPLE NEW YORK COLOR PALETTE
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EXAMPLE MARYLAND COLOR PALETTE
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Colors noted here are specific to each section. Colors should not be 
mixed between sections and colors, nor should additional colors be 
added.

PMS 7693 C and White should be used for primary elements.  
Accent colors specific to each section should be used for secondary 
elements and should complement the primary color palette.

Example Colors for New 
York and Maryland – 
same guidelines to be 
applied.

Only these colors should 
be used for the primary 
4 color logo

These colors should  
only be used for  
caution signage
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TYPOGRAPHY

F1.�Acumin Variable Concept SemiCondensed Semibold
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F2.�Acumin Variable Concept SemiCondensed Semibold - All Caps
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F3.�Acumin Variable Concept SemiCondensed Medium
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This typeface should be used across all signage 
and brand materials. Acumin Variable Concept 
is an Adobe font available within Adobe CC 
programs. Font can be provided for use in other 
programs. 

If Acumin Variable Concept cannot be used for 
any reason, a sans serif such as Helvetica can be 
substituted. 
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ICONOGRAPHY

ARROWS

ICONS 

CL

CL

CL

CLCL

CLCL

CL

CL

CL

S1 - Directional Arrow

S2 - Public Parking S3 - Restrooms S4 - Accessible S5 - Canoe/Kayak Access S6 - Boat Launch S7 - Dam

S8 - Campsite S10 - Picnic Area S11 - Picnic Shelter S12 - Drinking Water

Arrows should appear in this style across all 
signage and brand materials. When used on a 
dark graphic background, arrows should be white. 
When appearing on a light graphic background, 
arrows should be PMS 7693 C.

Universal icons should appear in this style across all  
signage and brand materials. When used on a dark 
graphic background, icons should be PMS 7693 C on  
a white circle background.  When appearing on a light 
graphic background, icons should be white on a dark 
circle background, color PMS 7693 C.

Icons are consistent with National Parks System (NPS). 
If you do not see an icon needed, download it from the 
NPS system online. DO NOT CREATE CUSTOM ICONS.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

ILLUSTRATION FOR 4 SECTIONS

NOTE: Illustrations shown are NOT �nal – they are for reference of style and concept only; 
Final illustrations will be unique to each Section. Style to be developed further in next phase of contract. 

Illustration should be used only as a secondary  
background element on signage or brand materials  
to complement the overall brand identity and highlight 
the unique characteristics of each section.

The intent of the illustrations is to present a realistic, 
simplified, silhouette-style graphic of 1-3 elements 
that are iconic landmarks or features of each section 
or section of the Water Trail. Illustrations should be a 
perspective landscape, including a sense of foreground, 
midground, and background. Final art should be present-
ed as a “tone-on-tone” treatment in the color assigned to 
that section.

Imagery should be representative of the area around the 
access sites. For sections that are large consider creating 
illustrations that are regional and represent the character 
of that region. Existing Water Trail oval logos may provide 
inspiration.
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MATERIALS

SIGNAGE MATERIALS

M1 - Wood M2 - Stainless Steel
        or Aluminum

M3 - Perforated
          Metal

M4 - Polished 
         Concrete

M5 - Corrugated 
          Plastic

Materials to be used across all signage. No other 
materials should be added with the exception of 
existing signage. 

NOTE: Corrugated Plastic should be limited to 
situations where frequent replacement is likely 
needed.
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Signage Menu

SITE ACCESS SIGN
OTHER DESIGN OPTIONS AVAILABLE

PEDESTRIAN KIOSK
OTHER DESIGN OPTIONS AVAILABLE

VEHICULAR
DIRECTIONAL 

EXISTING SIGNAGE
OTHER DESIGN OPTIONS AVAILABLE

PEDESTRIAN
WAYFINDING
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948

 30

Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site

Information

Outfitters

River Mile

Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge

1

18

Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  

23
Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania
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Pedestrian Site Kiosks

OPTION 1BOPTION 1A

OPTION 2
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Water Trail Access
Wayfinding
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Wayfinding
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Regulatory Signage
Small, Medium, Large



211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester,  PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE    JOB#      

© GECKO GROUP 

06/01/23 21SGP5328

2021

SGP | SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAIL BRANDING AND WAYFINDING 24

Caution Signage
LOGO USAGE ON SIGNAGE

 CAUTION SIGNAGE
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LARGE REGULATORY SIGNS 
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ALL SIGNS ARE PRINTED ON REFLECTIVE VINYL
LAYOUTS ARE EXAMPLES ONLY

ALL SIGNS ARE PRINTED ON REFLECTIVE VINYL
LAYOUTS ARE EXAMPLES ONLY
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PA F ISH & BOAT COMMISS ION
CHILL ISQUAQUE ACCESS

835 STATE ROUTE 405

PA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION SIGN - TYPICAL PARK SIGN - MOUNTING METHOD MATCHES EXISTING SIGN

������������
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PA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION SIGN - ACCESS OPTION

PA F ISH & BOAT COMMISS ION
CHILL ISQUAQUE ACCESS

835 STATE ROUTE 405

PA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION SIGNS (PENNDOT & WOOD VERSIONS) 
SMALL SECTION LOGO OPTION
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Mahantango
Boat Access
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Brand with Existing Signage



Sample Location Plan Maps
Susquehanna River Water Trails
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Hand Carry Access
Baker Run

Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.

MAIN ACCESS ROAD
A.

B.

C.

E.
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A. Site Access Sign

B.  Kiosk

C. River Way�nding   D. Pedestrian 
    Sign         Way�nding (opt.)

E. Regulation Sign on Tree

������������������
�����������

���������
������������


���

���
	���������

S u s q u e h a n n a  R i v e r

������������������
�����������

����

�����

����

�����

����

�����

����

����� ����


�����

����

�����



211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester,  PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE    JOB#      

© GECKO GROUP 

06/01/23 21SGP5328

2021

SGP | SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAIL BRANDING AND WAYFINDING 28

Hand Carry Access
Frenchville

A.

S u s q u e h a n n a  R i v e r

MAIN ACCESS ROAD
C.

A.

B.

����������
������������

������������������
�����������

����������
������������

������������������
�����������

�������������
�������������
�����������

 �������������������
������
�����������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
����������������������������
�������

�������������������
�����������. 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�
�������������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
��
��������������������������������������������

�������������������

�����
�	���������. 
�������������������������	�������������������������
����	��������������������
�����������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������
��
�����������������������������������������������������������	�
����������������������������	��������������������
����������
�����������������������������������
����	����� 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�����
���������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
��
�����������������������������������������������������������	�
����������������������������	��������������������
����������
���������������������������

�������������������
�����������������. 

�������������������
	���������������������������������
�������������������������	�
����������������������������	������������������

�����������
���
�	������������������������������������������� 

����������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
������
������������������������
���	���������������������������
���������������������������������������������������	������������������������
������
�����������������	������������������������������������������
��������������������������������
������������������������
���	������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������
�����������������	��������	

�������������������
	�������. 
�������������������������	��������������	����������
����������
�������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������

�������������������
	�������. 

�������������������
	�������

�������������������
	�������. 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�
�������������������
�����������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������
��
���������������������������������

�������������������
�����������������

 

�������������������
������
�������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
��������������
�������������������������������������

�������������������
����� ��������. 

�������������������
����������­�������������������.
�������������������������	�
����������������������������	������������������

���������������������­�����
������������������������. 

���������������������­�����
������������������������.

�������������������
	�������. 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�����
���������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
��
��������������������������������������������

�������������������
������
��	���������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
����������������������������
�������������������������
�������������������������	��������������
���������������	��������������������
��������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������
��������������������������������������
�����
��������������������	�����������������������������	����������
����������
��������������������������

�
��������

�������������������
��������������������������
��������������������������
�������������������
������
����������������������
������������
�����
������������

������
���
����������
�������������������
��������������������������
��������������������������
�������������������
������
����������������������
������������
�����
������������

����

��

�����������
������������

A. Site Access Sign
Attach to existing Fish & Boat Sign

B.  Kiosk

C. River Way�nding Sign
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Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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Boat Launch
Direct to/from  
DOT Road
Test Track

DOT ACCESS ROAD

S u s q u e h a n n a  R
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e r

A.

C.
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A. Site Access Sign

B. Kiosk

C. River Way�nding Sign

D. TODS Boat Lauch Directionals
     Requires PENNDOT Approval for signs in DOT right-of-way 
     Approval requested by Managing Entity.
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Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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Park with Trail 
and Boat Launch
Riverfront Park

S u s q u e h a n n a  R i v e r
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A. Brand plaque
Attach to existing Park Sign

B.  Kiosk

C. Pedestrian          D. River Way�nding Sign
    Way�nding Sign      If the area of the river has multi-directional 
        travel, signage can go on either side of launch  
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D.
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Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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Two Launch Site
Lock 2

C1.

A.

B.

F.

E.

D.

F.

C2.

A. Site Access                                  B. Regulatory/Directional

C1.  Small Kiosk    D. Pedestrian Sign

C2.  Large Kiosk    F. River Way�nding Sign

E. Brand plaque   
Attach to existing Park Sign

F.

D.

If the area of the river 
has multi-directional 
travel, signage can 
go on either side of 
launch

S u s q u e h a n n a  R i v e r
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Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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Fish & Boat Launch
PFBC Mahantango
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A. Brand plaque
Attach to existing Blue TODS Sign

B.  Regulation Sign 
     on wood post

C. Brand Panel Sign on Existing F&B wood sign 

D. Kiosk            E. River Way�nding Sign
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NEWTODS SIGN 

D.

BLUE TODS SIGN 
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Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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Fish & Boat Launch
Chillisquaque
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MAIN ACCESS ROAD

C.

A.

B.D.

A. Brand Panel Sign on Existing F&B wood sign 

B. Kiosk            

C. River Way�nding Sign

D. Regulation Sign on Tree (Opt.)

����������
������������

������������������
�����������

����������
������������

������������������
�����������

�������������
�������������
�����������

 �������������������
������
�����������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
����������������������������
�������

�������������������
�����������. 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�
�������������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
��
��������������������������������������������

�������������������

�����
�	���������. 
�������������������������	�������������������������
����	��������������������
�����������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������
��
�����������������������������������������������������������	�
����������������������������	��������������������
����������
�����������������������������������
����	����� 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�����
���������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
��
�����������������������������������������������������������	�
����������������������������	��������������������
����������
���������������������������

�������������������
�����������������. 

�������������������
	���������������������������������
�������������������������	�
����������������������������	������������������

�����������
���
�	������������������������������������������� 

����������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
������
������������������������
���	���������������������������
���������������������������������������������������	������������������������
������
�����������������	������������������������������������������
��������������������������������
������������������������
���	������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������
�����������������	��������	

�������������������
	�������. 
�������������������������	��������������	����������
����������
�������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������

�������������������
	�������. 

�������������������
	�������

�������������������
	�������. 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�
�������������������
�����������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������
��
���������������������������������

�������������������
�����������������

 

�������������������
������
�������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
��������������
�������������������������������������

�������������������
����� ��������. 

�������������������
����������­�������������������.
�������������������������	�
����������������������������	������������������

���������������������­�����
������������������������. 

���������������������­�����
������������������������.

�������������������
	�������. 
�������������������������	�����������������������������	�����
���������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
��
��������������������������������������������

�������������������
������
��	���������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
����������������������������
�������������������������
�������������������������	��������������
���������������	��������������������
��������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������
��������������������������������������
�����
��������������������	�����������������������������	����������
����������
��������������������������

�
��������

�������������������
��������������������������
��������������������������
�������������������
������
����������������������
������������
�����
������������

������
���
����������
�������������������
��������������������������
��������������������������
�������������������
������
����������������������
������������
�����
������������

����

��

�����������
������������

������������
������

�����������


���

���
������������������
�����������

����

�����

����

�����

����

�����

����

�����

����

�����

Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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Island Signage
Campsites

A. Large Regulation Sign on tree

B.  Regulation Sign on tree
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Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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Branches Merge
Northumberland
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A. Site Access Sign

B.  Kiosk

C. River Way�nding Sign

D1. / D2.  Regulatory Sign on Tree
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One panel could 
be dedicated to 
each branch at 
the location
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If your launch is on a pennsula 
whereby one direction of travel 
cannot see the access. Consider 
placing either a regulatory sign or 
a second river way�nding sign on 
that side to inform the paddler of 
the correct pathway of travel. 

Thumbnail images for all Access and Kiosks sign types are 
for general sign type reference.  The version shown does NOT 
represent the style recommendation. Messages are generic. 
Red arrows indicate message side of certain signs.
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PLAN VIEW

SITE ACCESS SIGN - FRONT SIDE VIEW

SITE ACCESS SIGN - BACK
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6'-10"

2'-7"

8"

7'-10"

1'-6"

1'-1"

Site Access Sign
Version 1

Double-sided dimensional sign Aluminum sign mounted  
to concrete base

Horizontal, low-profile approach

Concrete base
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Site Access Sign
Version 1

Sign to be slotted into base

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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SITE ACCESS SIGN

SITE ACCESS SIGN - BACK

PLAN VIEW

SIDE VIEW

SITE ACCESS SIGN - STAINLESS STEEL POST OPTION
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Low profile, horizontal sign approach

Sign supported by 6” square wood posts 
or 6” square steel posts

Aluminum sign mounted to 
wood or metal posts

Double-sided sign, no dimension

Site Access Sign
Version 2A & 2B
Other materials/finishes to match existing signage  
materials upon approval by manager.
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Site Access Sign
Version 2A
Wood Posts

Sign to be slotted into posts with  
no visible fasteners

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Site Access Sign
Version 2B
Stainless Steel 
Posts Sign to be slotted into posts with  

no visible fasteners

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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SITE ACCESS SIGN - FRONT
CONCRETE BASE

SIDE VIEW
CROSS-SECTION

SITE ACCESS SIGN - ALTERNATE SIDE VIEW
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Site Access Sign
Version 3A & 3B

Double-sided metal sign mounted to
concrete base

Alternate option - direct burial into ground
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Site Access Sign
Version 3A
Concrete Base

Blade sign to be slotted into 
concrete base

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Site Access Sign
Version 3B
Direct Burial

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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FRONT VIEW

PLAN SECTION VIEW

SIDE VIEW
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Section 10:
80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital)  
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven  
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks  
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward  
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/  
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership:  
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between  
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Site Kiosk
Version 1A 
Shade Structure 

Fixed header panel

Corrugated metal protective overhang to
provide protection and shade for signage

Perforated metal panel backer to allow for
uniform modular grid system that can be
updated as needed

Posts finished with 
stainless steel or  
painted aluminum 
sleeves.

Graphic panels secured
from back with threaded
screws so no hardware is
visible on face of graphic

Panels to be removable so
they can be easily  
updated as needed

Reference of Materials

Solid aluminum metal shade structurePerforated aluminum or stainless steel to be used 
as panel backer to allow for modular grid system
Perforated pattern:  
1/4” Round Holes on 1” Straight Centers
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Site Kiosk
Version 1A
Shade Structure 

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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FRONT VIEW

PLAN SECTION VIEW

SIDE VIEW

������������������������������

Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.

69

70

41°10'00"N

41°10'00"N

77°35'00"W

77°35'00"W

77°30'00"W

77°30'00"W 77°25'00"W

77°25'00"W

M
id

   
  S

ta
te

   
  T

ra
il 

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WALK

M
cC

lo
sk

ey
   

  T
ra

il 

B
A

LD
  

 E
A

G
L E  M

O
U

N
TA

I N
 

S I M
C O

X
 M

T  

TR
A

IL
 S

EC
TI

O
N

 9

TR
A

IL
 S

EC
TI

O
N

 1
0

M
A

TC
H

LI
N

E

T
R

A
IL

 S
E

C
T

IO
N

 11

T
R

A
IL

 S
E

C
T

IO
N

 10
M

A
T

C
H

L
IN

E

Boom Island

6869

7071

72

73

74

75

76
77

78

79

80

81

67

C L I N T O N  C O U N T Y

C L I N T O N  C O U N T Y

W
oo

d
w

ar
d

 A
ve

R
iv

er
 R

d

Jay S
t

Main St

Bel
le

fo
nt

e 
Ave

Susquehanna  Ave

H
ig

h
 S

t

C
oudersp ort P

ike 

Hazard Rd Renovo Rd 

Renovo Rd 

Graham Rd 

Carrier Rd 

Farrandsville Rd 

Cre
e 

 Dr

Woodward
 A

ve

Water S t

Water S
t

WILLIAMSPORT
REGIONAL AIRPORT

Upper and Lower FelixDam Parks

70

69

LOCK HAVEN
CASTANEA
  EXIT 111

POI SUSQUEHANNA HEALTHNEIGHBORHOOD VILLAGETOWNCITYTo w n s h i p

FLEMINGTON

LOCK HAVEN

CASTANEA

DUNNSTOWN

SWISSDALE

LOCKPORT

SUNSET
PINES

QUEENS RUN

FERNEY

EAST
FERNEY

RIVERVIEW

FARRANDSVILLE

B a l d  E a g l e  To w n s h i p

C o l e b r o o k
To w n s h i p

G r u g a n
To w n s h i p

W o o d w a r d
To w n s h i p

D u n n s t a b l e  To w n s h i p

C a s t a n e a  To w n s h i p

A l l i s o n  To w n s h i p

DAMCAUTION

Maynard Street
Bridge

Tributary

River

Susquehanna

Branch

W
est

1001

1001

1001

220

220

150

150

150

120

664

664

120

120

1002

SPROUL
STATE FOREST

SPROUL
STATE FOREST

SPROUL
STATE FOREST

BUCKTAIL
   S.P. N.A.

 BUCKTAIL
STATE PARK
      N.A.

BALD EAGLE
STATE FOREST

STATE
GAME LANDS

 #89

0

0

.4 .6 .8 1 Mile.2

1 Kilometer.4 .6 .8.2

1.3+ miles in Lock Haven

Lock Haven Memorial Park Access69

EXIT RIVER RIGHT 600 ft. upstream of
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Site Kiosk
Version 1B
No Shade Structure 

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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FRONT VIEW
HORIZONTAL MAP - CONFIGURATION 1

HORIZONTAL MAP - CONFIGURATION 2

HORIZONTAL MAP - CONFIGURATION 3
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948

 30

Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site

Information

Outfitters

River Mile

Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge

1

18

Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  

23
Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948
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Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site
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Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge
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Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  
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Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania

FRONT VIEW
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948
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Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.
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Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  
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Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948

 30

Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site

Information

Outfitters

River Mile

Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge

1

18

Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  

23
Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948

 30

Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site

Information

Outfitters

River Mile

Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge

1

18

Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  

23
Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania

����������������������
��������
������������
���
��������	������������������

�������������
�������������������������������

�������

�������
�	�����������	���������
������������������	�����������������

��������������������
�����������

����������������
��
�����������
������������
�� �­��������������

��������������������
�������������������������� ������������������

�����������
����
��

��
�

������������������������
�������
��������������������������
������������������
������������

��������
����������� �������� ��������������������������������������
����������������������������������

��������������������������	����������������������������������
�� ���������������������

�
���
��	�������	���
�����

�	�����
���
����������
��������������������������	�������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������� ��������������������������������
���������������������

��	������������
��������������������������	�����������������������������	�����
���������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������
��������	������������������������������	�����������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������	������������������������������

�����������
����������������
��������
	���
��������������������

�������������������
��������. �������������������������������������������
�������������������
������������������������
�	����
����������������������������������������������������


�������������������
��������. 

�������������������
��������

�������������������
��������. �����������������������������������������
������������������������������������
���������������
����������
�	�����������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
������
�������������������������
�

�������������������
�����������������

�������������������
��� �­����������������
����	�������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
��������
������������������������������������

�������������������
�����
	����. �����������������������������������������
������������������������������������
����������������
����������
�	��������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
��������������
���������������������
��������

�������������������
������������������. �����������������������������������
�������������������������������������������
����������
���������������
�	��������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
������
�����������������������������
�������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��
����������������������
�	������������������
���������� �����������������������������������������
����
��������������������������������
��������������������
�����
�	��������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������
��������������
���������������������
�����������������������������
����������������������������������������������
�������
�������������������
�	���������


�������������������
�����������������. 

�������������������
������������������������������		������������������������������
����������������������������������������������


�������������������
��� �­����������������
����	�������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
���
���������������������������������
��������������


�������������������
����� ��������. 

�������������������
����������­�����������������		.����������������������������
����������������������������������������������


���������������������������
������
	�������	��������. 

���������������������������
������
	�������	��������.

�������������������
��������. �������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������
������������������������
�
	���������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������
����������������������������
�������
��������

�������������������
��� �­�����������
�	����������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
������
�����������������������������
��������������
��������
��������������������������������������������������������
���������������
������������������������
�	����������
������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������
�����������������������������������


�������������������
������������������������������		������������������������������
����������������������������������������������

�������������������
��� �­����������������
����	�������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
���
���������������������������������
��������������


�������������������
����� ��������. 

�������������������
����������­�����������������		.����������������������������
����������������������������������������������


���������������������������
������
	�������	��������. 

���������������������������
������
	�������	��������.

�������������������
��������. �������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������
������������������������
�
	���������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������
����������������������������
�������
���������

�������������
�������������
�����������

76
25

'0"
W

76
20

'0"
W

76
15

'0"
W

76
10

'0"
W

39
45'0"N

39
50'0"N

39
55'0"N

Mason-Dixon Line

Pennsylvania

Maryland

33

32

31

30

29

28

27

26

25

24

23

22

21

20

19

18

17

16

15

14

13

Norman Wood

Bridge
Norman Wood

Bridge

Safe Harbor Dam
Safe Harbor Dam

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Dam

Conestoga River
 

Lit
tle

 Co
ne

sto
ga

 Ri
ver

 

Ot
ter

 Creek 

Counselman Run 

Duncan    Run 

Reed Run 

Kelly's Run 

Tucquan Creek 

Muddy
 Cr

ee
k 

Wissl
er Run 

Fishing Creek 

Peach Bottom 
Atomic

Power Station

Michael Run 

Broad Creek 

Pequea Creek 

Lake Clarke

Conowingo Pond

Lake
Aldred

Weise Island

Urey
Islands

Urey
Overlook

Bair
Island

Duncan
Island

Piney
Island

Upper
Bear

Island
Muddy Run Reservoir

Lower
Bear 
Island

Big Chestnut
Island

Hennery
Island

York Furnace
Historical Site

House 
Rock

Pinnacle
Overlook

Face Rock 
Overlook

S&T Canal
Lock Remnants

S&T Canal
Remnant

Wildcat Point

Conestoga 
River Park

Safe
Harbor
Park

Tailrace 
and Draft 
Bridge
Fishing 
Station

State Game Lands 
No. 83

Otter Creek
Campground

Shenk’s Ferry
Wildflower Preserve

State Gamelands
No. 288

Counselman Run Natural Area

State Game Lands 
No. 181

State Game Lands 
No. 181

Oakland Run
Natural Area

Fishermans
Park

Cold Cabin
Public Park

Dorsey Park

Muhlenberg 
Preserve

Apollo
County Park

BURKHOLDER ROAD 

GU
M TREE ROAD 

KL
INE R

OAD 

HIVELY              ROAD 

HEFFNER                        
      ROAD 

GORAM ROAD 

GORAM     ROAD 

BARE ROAD 

POSEY                   ROAD 

FU
RNACE ROAD 

BLAIN      ROAD 

MCCALLS           FERRY              ROAD 

DE
LT

A 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 R

OA
D 

HOLTWOOD ROAD 

SLAB            ROAD 

RIVER     ROAD 

PAPER          MILL               ROAD 

COLD             CABIN                

       ROAD 

   LAY                      ROAD 

FL
IN

TV
ILL

E  
    

    
    

   
    

    
    

RO
AD

 

ATOM     ROAD 

COOPER          R
OAD 

COOPER          ROAD 

    DEEP   RUN   ROAD 
TABERNACLE     ROAD 

SUSQUEHANNA HALL ROAD 

LINE   BRIDGE   ROAD 

FLINTVILLE     ROAD 

PADDRICK      
ROAD 

RIVER                                  ROAD 

OVERSATION       ROAD MAIN     STREET 

SP

RIN
G     

RU
N     R

OAD 

GR
EE

N  
    

   H
ILL

     
   

 R
O

AD 

SHENKS  FERRY     ROAD 

GREEN HILL 

RIVE
R          HILL              ROAD 

PEQUEA BOULEVARD BRIDGE  VALLEY  ROAD 

          HOUSE   ROCK   ROAD 

CREAMERS   ROAD 

 R
IV

ER
   

   
  R

OA
D 

DOUTS    HILL        ROAD 

STEIMAN    FARM      ROAD 

MARTIC   HEIGHTS    DRIVE 

RIVER        ROAD 

PINNACLE    ROAD 

RIVER                 ROAD 

STREET   ROAD 

PINNACLE   ROAD 

CR
YS

TA
L  

 ROAD 

DRYTOWN            ROAD 

HOLTWOOD     ROAD 

RIVER                                                ROAD 
FURNISS          ROAD 

STATE        PARK       

HARMONY         RIDGE              DRIVE 

CHERRY         HILL          ROAD 

PETERS     CREEK       R OAD 

PEACH    BOTTOM        ROAD 

RIVER          VIEW
                ROAD 

PILO
TTOWN       

        
        

  ROAD 

PLEASANT  GROVE   ROAD 

BALD      FRIAR      ROAD 

SUSQUEHANNOCK   DRIVE 

FISHING CREEK

PEQUEA

Maso
n Dixon

 Trail
 

Pequea
Boat Ramp

York Furnace
Boat Ramp

Indian Steps
Access

Muddy Creek Access

Lock 15
Historic Area

Cold Cabin
Access

Dorsey Park
Boat Launch

Peach Bottom
Marina

Broad
Creek
Access

24             

23

32

31

30

29

28

27

26

25

Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948

 30

Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 

Fl
ow

 D
ire

ct
io

n

Fl
ow

 D
ire

ct
io

n

Fl
ow

 D
ire

ct
io

n

Fl
ow

 D
ire

ct
io

n

Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site

Information

Outfitters

River Mile

Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge

1

18

Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  

23
Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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HORIZONTAL MAP - ALTERNATE CONFIGURATION 1 HORIZONTAL MAP - ALTERNATE CONFIGURATION 2

VERTICAL MAP - ALTERNATE CONFIGURATION 1 VERTICAL MAP - ALTERNATE CONFIGURATION 2 VERTICAL MAP - ALTERNATE CONFIGURATION 3

Site Kiosk
Version 1A & 1B 
Alternate Panel Configurations 

NOTE:
Panel areas on the left side of the Kiosks pretaining 
to the map, map key, quick reference material, and 
the partner logos are required elements on every 
sign. Other area/panels to the right are for content 
based on the manager’s preference. 
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FULL CONTENT OF MAP OVERVIEW PANEL West Branch Shown - 
Information will change to reflect each Section.

Panel Size:
1’ - 1/4” x 1’ - 3/8”
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SECTION OF MAP OVERVIEW PANEL AT FULL SIZE 
Graphics will be to scale when viewed at 100% on screen or printed at 100%

����������������������
���������
���������
���
��������	������������������

�������������
�������������������������������

�������

�������
�	�����������	���������
������������������	�����������������

��������������������
�����������

����������������
��
�����������
������������
�� �­��������������

��������������������
�������������������������� ������������������

������������������������
�������
��������������������������
������������������
������������

��������
����������� �������� ��������������������������������������
����������������������������������

��������������������������	����������������������������������
�� ���������������������

�
���
��	�������	���
�����

�	�����
���
����������
��������������������������	�������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������� ��������������������������������
���������������������

��	������������
��������������������������	�����������������������������	�����
���������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������
��������	������������������������������	�����������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������	������������������������������

�����������
����
��

��
� Recommended point size for body copy: 18pt Recommended point size for secondary headlines: 16pt

Recommended point size for headlines: 29pt
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SECTION OF MAP INFORMATION PANEL AT FULL SIZE
Graphics will be to scale when viewed at 100% on screen or printed at 100%
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Recommended point size for body copy: 18ptRecommended point size for body copy: 18pt Section of map shown for position only (FPO).
All maps and section maps to be updated  
with most current version
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SECTIONS OF ORGANIZATION LOGO PANEL AT FULL SIZE
Graphics will be to scale when viewed at 100% on screen or printed at 100%

Vertical logos should not be larger than 2 1/2”;
Horizontal logos should not be larger than 1 3/4” 

Logos should be spaced 1” apart
from one another

Left and right margins should not be larger or 
smaller than 1 3/4”
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Site Kiosk
Version 2 
 

Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Site Kiosk
Version 2

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Option to create custom
configuration within the area
outlined in pink based on
branch manager needs

Option to include interpretive panel
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948

 30

Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site

Information

Outfitters

River Mile

Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge

1

18

Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  

23
Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania

3'-1 1/8"
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Option to create custom
configuration within the area
outlined in pink based on
branch manager needs

Option to include interpretive panel
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Ending point for the 
Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower 
Section (Pennsylvania).

33

Wissler Run 
Nature Preserve

Mt. Johnson Island

Fishing Creek
Nature Preserve

Cold Cabin Access

Remote boat access area with limited 
parking available.

Susquehannock State Park

Lock 12 Historic Area
Muddy Run Recreation Area

Kelly’s Run
Natural Area

Tucquan Glen
Nature Preserve

Pequea Creek
Campground

Holtwood
Recreation Area

Conestoga Trail

Wind Cave

Indian Steps
Museum

Pumped-storage generating plant 
with 100-acre reservoir and adjoining 
recreation lands. Activities include 
hiking, camping, boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and bird watching.

Muddy Run Recreation Area

Mt. Johnson Island

Ferncliff Wildflower & Wildlife Preserve

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.
Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Aldred
Eight-mile lake formed behind 
Holtwood Dam.

Safe Harbor Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Safe Harbor Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Safe Harbor Dam 
is on the east bank (river-left) of the river. 
Dam operators will provide paddlers with 
shuttle service around the dam, but advance 
notice should be made. Paddlers will re-enter 
the Susquehanna via the Conestoga River at 
Safe Harbor Park. See back of map folder for 
additional portage information or call Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corporation at 
717-872-5441 or visit www.shwpc.com.

Kelly’s Run Natural Area

Natural area with stands of old- 
growth trees, wildflowers, pristine 
stream, and a hiking trail.Trail is 
designated a National Recreation 
Trail. Contact PPL Holtwood for more 
information: 800-354-8383              

Tucquan Glen Nature Preserve
Outstanding natural area and hiking 
trail through deep ravine. Designated 
a Pennsylvania Scenic River. Contact 
the Lancaster County Conservancy 
for more information: 717-392-7891 
or www.lancasterconservancy.org                

Conowingo Islands

Bedrock island cluster containing old- 
growth trees, potholes, and rare plant 
species. Attracts a diversity of bird 
species including the bald eagle, 
osprey, and great blue heron.

Susquehannock State Park

Only state park in Lancaster County. 
Park offers hiking trails, picnicking, 
and scenic views of Conowingo Pond.
Contact the Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources for more 
information: 717-432-5011

Natural area with a scenic ravine, 
wildflowers, and stands of old-growth 
trees. Designated a National Natural 
Landmark. Contact the Lancaster 
County Conservancy for more 
information: 717-392-7891

Wind Cave

Known as Wind Cave or Cold Cave 
because of the constant flow of cool 
air that comes from the mouth of the 
cave. One of the largest fault caves 
in the Eastern United States.               

World’s first designated bald-eagle 
sanctuary.

Conowingo Pond

Fourteen-mile lake formed behind 
Conowingo Dam.

Lake Clarke

Ten-mile lake formed behind Safe 
Harbor Dam.

Apollo County Park

Named in honor of the Apollo moon 
landing. Beautiful Susquehanna River 
hills habitat: rhododendron and 
laurel-covered valleys that cut into 
sharp, heavily forested slopes. 
Mason-Dixon Trail runs through 
the park. Contact the York County 
Parks Dept. for more information: 
717-840-7440

Indian Steps Museum

Contains Indian artifacts found on or 
near the site dating back to 2,000 
B.C. Grounds include a 300-year-old 
American holly tree reported to be 
the largest north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Open mid-April through 
mid-October. Contact the main office 
for more information: 717-862-3948

 30

Mason-Dixon Line

Boundary line between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. So called because 
it was surveyed (1763–67) by two 
British astronomers, Charles Mason 
and Jeremiah Dixon. Survey was 
undertaken to settle a dispute between 
the Calvert family, proprietors of 
Maryland, and the Penn family, 
proprietors of Pennsylvania.

Dorsey Park Boat Launch 31

Muddy Creek Access 29

York Furnace Boat Ramp26

Interpretive Panel 

The Rivers Ways
Panel discusses nature’s ability to restore 
plant and animal habitats harmed by human 
activities and cataclysmic events like floods 
and ice floes.

Pequea Boat Ramp24

Lock 12 Historic Area

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains 
interpretive panels about the canal 
operation.

    True
North

  Magnetic
North

Magnetic Declination
11 Deg. 40 Min. 0 1 2 3 Miles

0 1 2 3 Kilometers

Ferncliff Wildflower
& Wildlife Preserve

Danger signs and flashing lights are located 
at the Safe Harbor plant. The signs warn that 
the flashing strobe lights on the dam mean 
flood gates are open, and boaters and others 
on shore should keep a safe distance from 
the plant and dam.

Holtwood Dam Boating Safety 
and Portage Information

     DANGER!—Extreme caution should be 
used when approaching Holtwood Dam. 
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to stay 
near the eastern shoreline (river-left) of the 
river as they approach the dam.

     Portage Landing
The portage landing for Holtwood Dam is 
on the east bank (river-left) of the river, 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the 
dam breast. PPL Holtwood personnel will 
transport paddlers around the dam. 
Paddlers will re-enter the Susquehanna 
River at the Muddy Creek Boat Launch. 
See back of map folder for additional 
portage information. 

Portage is available from 8 am–4 pm 
daily. Call to schedule the portage 
717-284-4101 at least one day prior to 
arrival. Weekends and holidays, scheduling 
should be done by Friday.

Small warning
signs on dam.

Line of lighted buoys. 
Marked

Portage
location

Tower

Dam

3 large warning signs.
“Danger Dam Hidden 60 ft. drop 
1 mile downstream.”

Boating is 
not allowed 

between 
the buoys 

and Holtwood 
Dam.

Large warning 
signs on each 
side of dam read 
“Danger—Dam
—Keep Back 
1000 Feet”

Holtwood
Hydro Plant

Holtwood Dam

Holtwood Recreation Area

A nationally recognized natural area 
with a network of hiking trails.

Pequea Creek Campground

Recreation area with full-service 
campground. Camp sites for travel 
trailers, pop-up campers, and tents. 
Water and electric at each site. Flush 
toilets, showers, and camp store. Group 
camp sites available for youth groups.
Entrance fee charged.

Preserved lock of the Susquehanna & 
Tidewater Canal. Site contains interpretive 
panels about the canal operation.

Lock 15 Historic Area28

Recreational area with facilities for camping 
(primarily for recreational vehicles), picnicking, 
boating, and hiking. Urey overlook, the 
Mason-Dixon Trail, and remnants of the 
historic York Furnace are all within walking 
distance. Old-growth forest in Otter Creek 
Ravine. Entrance fee charged.

Otter Creek Campground25

Safe Harbor
Hydro Plant

Portage
location

Re-enter 
river

Safe Harbor Dam

Conestoga Trail

Sixty-one mile hiking trail through 
Lancaster County from the Horseshoe 
Trail to the Mason-Dixon Trail.

Indian Steps Access27

Interpretive Panel 

Indigenous Peoples of the 
Susquehanna Valley
Panel discusses the first peoples to arrive 
at this part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
their interaction with Europeans, and their 
eventual demise. 
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Interpretive Panel 

The River and the Bay
Panel discusses the physical aspects of the 
Susquehanna River and its tributaries, as well 
as its connection with the Chesapeake Bay.

Interpretive Panel 

The River, the Lakes, and the Dams
Panel discusses the development of the 
dams on the Susquehanna River, the 
resulting impacts they have had on wildlife 
habitat, and recent efforts to minimize these 
impacts.

Interpretive Panel 

Susquehanna Pastimes
Panel discusses the use of the river, both
past and present, as a major leisure-time
activity center. The rise and fall of Shoff’s 
resort at Pequea is chronicled.

Safe Harbor Water Powers Corporation updates 
the website www.shwpc.com and Lower 
Susquehanna River Hotline 717-872-0246, 
1-800-692-6328 daily with river conditions 
and elevations for Lake Clarke and Lake Aldred.

Scenic Area/Overlook

Marina

PA Fish & Boat Access Site

Information

Outfitters

River Mile

Access Points

Rivers, Lakes, and Ponds

Parks/Nature Preserves

Developed Area/City

Riffle/Rapids/Hazard Areas

Water Discharge

1

18

Portage Take-out/Put-in

Danger

No Boating

Railroad

Dams

Streams

Trails

Roads/Highways

Interstate

Federal Road

State Road

L e g e n d

i

Restrooms

Boat Access

Canoe Access

Picnic Area

Parking

Camping

Drinking Water

Phone

Food/Grocery

Interpretive Panel

Birding Area

Safe Harbor Park

Large community park along Conestoga 
River with a diversity of active and 
passive recreation facilities including 
hiking, fishing, picnicking, and 
bird watching.  

23
Mile 32.2  39° 56.027'N  76° 23.059'W

Mile 29.8  39° 53.292'N  76° 21.988'W

Peach Bottom Marina32

Fee charged for use of the boat launch.

Interpretive Panel 

The Susquehanna’s Promise
Panel discusses the promise of freedom 
and opportunity this region represented 
to Welsh immigrants and African slaves.

Mile 17.6  39° 45.506'N  76° 13.985'W

Ending point for the Susquehanna River 
Water Trail—Lower Section (Pennsylvania). 
Also the starting point for the Susquehanna 
River Water Trail—Lower Section (Maryland),
which is managed by the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenway Inc.The Susquehanna 
River Water Trail joins the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. 

Broad Creek Access33
Mile 14.0  39° 41.678'N  76° 14.434'W

Mile 19.2  39° 46.032'N  76° 16.344'W

Mile 20.5  39° 46.776'N  76° 17.290'W

Mile 22.3  39° 47.930'N  76° 18.387'W

Mile 22.8  39° 48.009'N  76° 18.481'W

Mile 28.2  39° 51.851'N  76° 22.488'W

Mile 28.8  39° 52.352'N  76° 22.874'W

Mile 29.1  39° 52.740'N  76° 22.934'W

The circled numbers along the river are access points 
and correspond to the information in the tan boxes on 
each side of the map.

Map 3  Safe Harbor to Mason-Dixon Line 
(River mile 33 to 13)

Susquehanna  
River Water Trail
Lower Section—Pennsylvania
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Section 10:

80.1 below Ferney Run to 
67.5 east of Great Island
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Clearfield to Lock Haven is usually canoeable from spring  
thaw until mid-July, for 3 to 4 days after summer rains, and  
again in November. The USGS gauge at Renovo should read  
over 2.0 ft. to paddle the free-flowing stretch above the  
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge (RM 74.1). The pool of Lock 
Haven’s Grant Street Dam, beginning below the bridge,  
is almost always passable, except when frozen or flooding.
Use caution. Always scout ahead when approaching  
problem areas.
Camping is prohibited in all designated Pennsylvania 
Natural Areas and Game Lands.

River Mile 67.9, RR
Great Island. Long before Europeans arrived, this 325-acre 
island was known for its convergence of tribal councils and 
long-distance footpaths. The bounty of this fertile land and 
its surrounding waters (West Branch and Bald Eagle Creek)
supported three separate Munsee villages into the 1700s.

River Mile 67.6
CAUTION: Eel Weir. At lower water levels, go RL around 
Great Island to avoid being trapped by this large weir.
For thousands of years, Native Americans built these 
V-shaped stacks of river rocks to funnel migrating American 
Eels into a point, where this staple food could be trapped or 
speared. Colonial settlers adopted this practice and many 
weirs are still found in the river and its tributaries.  

9-1-1 is available in this area, but due to local topography,  
cellphone service may be limited or unavailable, especially  
before  Queen’s Run (RM 73.8).
UPMC Lock Haven (Hospital) 
24 Cree Drive, Lock Haven, PA 17745; 570-893-5000 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

For local services and amenities:
Clinton County Economic Partnership. 
clintoncountyinfo.com
Sproul State Forest. 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateForests/FindAForest/ 
Sproul/Pages/default.aspx 

INFORMATION

River Mile 71.0, RR
Boom Island. Go RL. Remnants of the Lock Haven Boom are on  
the RR side of this island. This boom extended three miles upriver 
(see map above) and in April 1874, thousands of logs were jammed 
here between the banks ... stacked 16 feet high.

River Mile 71.0, RR
City of Lock Haven. Built in 1833 as a “timber town” and a haven 
on the West Branch Canal, the nine sawmills on these riverbanks 
were processing 100 million board-feet a year during the lumbering 
era’s peak in the late 1800s. More recently, the local economy has 
centered on a major paper mill, the famous “Piper Cub” factory that 
produced 144,000 light aircraft, and today, Lock Haven University.
The Levee. Since 1994, this massive project has been protecting 
Lock Haven from flooding ... and improving quality of life: on top of 
the levee the Riverwalk trail runs for 2.3 miles from the University to  
Memorial Park; on the river side is the City Beach, Amphitheater, and 
Floating Stage; and on the city side are the historic and architectural 
treasures of the nationally-recognized Water Street District.

River Mile 70.2
Jay Street (PA-664) Bridge.

River Mile 69.9, RL
Lock Port Recreation Area Access. Ownership: Woodward 
Township. Parking for 50+ cars and trailers.

River Mile 69.8
CAUTION: Grant Street Dam. 600 feet upstream of the dam,  
paddlers must exit river right, then portage on the Riverwalk/ 
Levee Trail to the put-in below the dam (see action map above).

River Mile 69.4
PA-150 Bridge.

River Mile 69.0, RR
Lock Haven Memorial Park Access. Ownership: 
City of Lock Haven. Canoe Launch. Parking for 12 cars.

River Mile 68.8, RR Channel
Great Island West (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Mile 67.8, RL Channel
Great Island East (SR-1002) Bridge.

River Miles 81.0-71.9, RR
Bucktail Scenic Byway. Enjoy 75 beautiful miles of PA-120  
along the Sinnemahoning Creek and West Branch, between 
Emporium to the northwest and Lock Haven to the southeast.

River Mile 77.9
Unnamed islands. Go RL.

River Mile 76.9
Unnamed island. Go RL.

1.4 miles North of River Mile 75.6, RL
East Terminus of Donut Hole Trail. 1.4 miles up Hazard Road 
is the eastern end of this wilderness trail that runs 89.7 miles  
to Jericho (at PA-120 and PA-879). For detailed maps and  
more information, call Sproul State Forest (570-923-6011).

River Mile 74.1
Queen’s Run Railroad Bridge.

River Mile 73.0
CAUTION: Dam pool begins. Motorboat traffic can be heavy, 
especially in summer, in the 3-mile pool behind Lock Haven’s 
Grant Street Dam. Paddle along the riverbanks to avoid  
interaction with motorized watercraft.
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Site Kiosk
Version 2
All Branches
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PLAN VIEW
OPTION 1

WATER TRAIL
FRONT

WATER TRAIL
BACK

����

��

PLAN VIEW
OPTION 2

EXAMPLE OF MATERIALS
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1’-0”

6'-6"

1'-6"

5"
7/8”

2 1/8”

8 1/4”

Letter Heights:

5 3/4"
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Water Trail Access Wayfinding
Viewed from water

Graphics direct printed to metal panel 
and applied to one side of post

Option to repeat panel on opposite 
side of post

Posts finished with stainless steel 
or painted aluminum sleeves.
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Water Trail Access 
Wayfinding

These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.



211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester,  PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE    JOB#      

© GECKO GROUP 

06/01/23 21SGP5328

2021

SGP | SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAIL BRANDING AND WAYFINDING 63

PLAN VIEW
OPTION 1

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
FRONT

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
BACK

PLAN VIEW
OPTION 2

EXAMPLE OF MATERIALS
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Pedestrian Wayfinding
All Branches

Graphics direct printed to metal panel 
and applied to one side of post

Option to repeat panel on opposite 
side of post

Posts finished with stainless steel 
or painted aluminum sleeves.
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Pedestrian Wayfinding These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.



211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester,  PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE    JOB#      

© GECKO GROUP 

06/01/23 21SGP5328

2021

SGP | SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAIL BRANDING AND WAYFINDING 65

Pedestrian Wayfinding These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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PA F ISH & BOAT COMMISS ION
CHILL ISQUAQUE ACCESS

835 STATE ROUTE 405

PA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION SIGN - TYPICAL PARK SIGN - MOUNTING METHOD MATCHES EXISTING SIGN

������������
������
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PA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION SIGN - ACCESS OPTION

PA F ISH & BOAT COMMISS ION
CHILL ISQUAQUE ACCESS

835 STATE ROUTE 405

PA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION SIGNS (PENNDOT & WOOD VERSIONS) 
SMALL SECTION LOGO OPTION
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Mahantango
Boat Access
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Double-sided Aluminum panel 
mounted �between existing wood 
posts with brackets. Panel length 
�will be determined on �a site by site 
basis.
 
Length can be added to sides of 
panel if needed.

Aluminum Panel with vinyl printing 
Branch logo, back painted white.

Mounted with hidden fasteners to post

NOTE:
For use when a larger sign is not an option. 

Brand applied to Existing Signage

Double-sided Aluminum panel mounted 
�between existing sign posts with brackets 
to match existing sign. Panel length �will 
be determined on �a site by site basis.
 
Length can be added to sides of panel if 
needed.

NOTE:
Manager should decide on Design Option for their section, 
depending on the content on the existing sign.  
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MEDIUM REGULATORY SIGNS - SEEN FROM WATER AND LAND 
MOUNT TO TREES OR ON SINGLE WOOD POSTS

1'-4"

2'-0"

BRANCH COLORS

SMALL PEDESTRIAN REGULATORY SIGNS SEEN ON LAND
MOUNT TO TREES OR ON 2” SQUARE METAL POSTS
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BRANCH COLORS

ALL SIGNS ARE PRINTED ON REFLECTIVE VINYL
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DESIGN OPTION 1
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LAYOUTS ARE EXAMPLES ONLY

LARGE REGULATORY SIGNS - SEEN FROM WATER 
MOUNT TO DOUBLE POSTS (WOOD OR METAL)

DESIGN OPTION 2
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DESIGN OPTION 2
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5'-0"5'-0"

9"

1'-2"

4'-0"

6 1/2"

3'-0"

6 1/2"

Aluminum panels mounted �to 
single wood post or tree

Posts could be metal or wood if  
needed or desired in certain 
instances or locations

In cases where there are multiple
icons, icons should be displayed
horizontally. Pink lines for reference
of placement only

NOTE:
Center text and icons on sign, if there 
are 2 icons - center icons on sign.

Regulatory Signage
Small, Medium & Large

Manager should decide on Design Option for their 
section, keeping in mind the goal of maximum 
visibility in the sign surroundings.
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Small Regulatory Signage These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Medium Regulatory Signage These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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LARGE HORIZONTAL CAUTION SIGNS - 2” METAL POSTS 
MOUNTED FROM RIVERBANK (SINGLE PANEL)

LARGE VERTICAL CAUTION SIGNS - 2” METAL POSTS 
MOUNTED FROM RIVERBANK (SINGLE PANEL)

LARGE CAUTION SIGNS - 
SUSPENDED OVER WATER OR MOUNT ON EXITING STRUCTURES

ALL SIGNS ARE PRINTED ON REFLECTIVE VINYL;
POSTS CAN BE WOOD POSTS 
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Caution Signage

Aluminum panels mounted to wood
or metal posts or existing structures

NOTE: All signs are printed on reflective aluminum signage material
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Caution Signage These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Caution Signage These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Caution Signage These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Caution Signage These drawings indicate design intent.  
Construction drawings and engineering for build will be 
provided by fabricator. Drawing details can be added to 
the guidelines as an addendum after inital fabrication.
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Susquehanna River Water Trail 
Wayfinding Signage Family
Per-Unit Pricing Projections for Fabrication Only (does not include installation)

Sign Type Description
Page 

Reference Low Cost High Cost Image Reference

Site Access – Option 1
Double-sided sign panel with precast 
concrete base 37-38 $7,500 $8,000

Site Access – Option 2 Double-sided sign panel with Wood Posts 39-40 $3,600 $4,000

Double-sided with Stainless Steel Posts 39, 41 $3,700 $5,000

Double-sided with aluminum posts with 
stock wood grain powder coat 39-40 $3,400 $3,800

Site Access – Option 3A Double-sided with Precast Concrete Base 42-43 $3,600 $4,000

Site Access – Option 3B Double-sided blade sign direct buried 42, 44 $2,900 $3,200

39-40

41-42

41,43

41,43

44-45

44,46
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Susquehanna River Water Trail 
Wayfinding Signage Family
Per-Unit Pricing Projections for Fabrication Only (does not include installation)

Sign Type Description
Page 

Reference Low Cost High Cost Image Reference

Site Kiosk – Option 1A 
(with shade Structure)

Modular single-sided kiosk with wood 
posts, shade structure, and applied 
graphic panels 46-47 $7,200 $7,600

Option for aluminum posts with stock 
wood grain powder coat 46-47 $6,900 $7,200

Site Kiosk – Option 1B (no 
shade structure)

Modular single-sided kiosk with wood 
posts, and applied graphic panels 48-49 $5,300 $5,700

Option for aluminum posts with stock 
wood grain powder coat 48-49 $5,000 $5,500

48-49

48-49

50-51

50-51

OPTION 1B

OPTION 1A
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Susquehanna River Water Trail 
Wayfinding Signage Family
Per-Unit Pricing Projections for Fabrication Only (does not include installation)

Sign Type Description
Page 

Reference Low Cost High Cost Image Reference

Site Kiosk – Option 2
Modular L-shaped single-sided kiosk with 
wood posts, and applied graphic panels 56-57 $6,900 $7,200

Option for aluminum posts with stock 
wood grain powder coat 56-57 $6,600 $7,000

Water trail Access Single-sided wood post wayfinding 61-62 $3,300 $3,700

Option for single-sided with aluminum 
posts with stock wood grain powder coat 61-62 $2,600 $3,000

Double-sided wood post wayfinding 61-62 $3,800 $4,200

Option for single-sided with aluminum 
posts with stock wood grain powder coat 61-62 $3,100 $3,500

64-65

64-65

64-65

64-65

58-59

58-59

OPTION 2
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Susquehanna River Water Trail 
Wayfinding Signage Family
Per-Unit Pricing Projections for Fabrication Only (does not include installation)

Sign Type Description
Page 

Reference Low Cost High Cost Image Reference

Pedestrian Wayfinding Single-sided wood post wayfinding 63-64 $1,400 $1,800

Option for single-sided with aluminum 
posts with stock wood grain powder coat 63-64 $1,600 $1,900

Double-sided wood post wayfinding 63-64 $1,800 $2,200

Option for single-sided with aluminum 
posts with stock wood grain powder coat 63-64 $2,000 $2,400

Additional Sign type – 
Access sign for other 
existing Signs Double-sided Access Option 67 $550 $750

Logo Panel Only Signage 67 $150 $300

66-67

66-67

66-67

66-67

70

70
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Susquehanna River Water Trail 
Wayfinding Signage Family
Per-Unit Pricing Projections for Fabrication Only (does not include installation)

Sign Type Description
Page 

Reference Low Cost High Cost Image Reference

Additional Signage – 
Regulatory Small Pedestrian Mile marker or other 68 $150 $175

Medium Water viewed / or land mounted to 
posts or trees 68 $280 $310

Large Water viewed / or land mounted to 
posts or trees 68 $825 $860

Galvanized steel 2" channel posts 68 $290 $310

6" square cedar posts 68 $380 $400

71

71

71

71

71
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Implementation Strategies
In a perfect world, each branch or section would have full funding and be able to implement new  
signage across all access points at one time. The reality is far from perfect. Understanding this,  
Gecko recommends a few strategies for assessing optimal approaches of implementation through  
phased tactics.

The information outlined in this document provides a budgetary planning tool for considering what  
level of implementation might be viable for fabrication only.  Additional site-specific planning and  
signage design will need to be factored in, as will installation. 

Prioritization Factors
There are several factors to contemplate that all have bearing on implementation decisions.  
These factors should be prioritized by each manager based on their own concerns. These include:

• User Safety
Does an access point or area of the River have sufficient safety communication currently?

• Current Signage Communication Accuracy and/or Effectiveness
Are any sites missing signage completely?
Does an access point or area of the River currently have accurate and effective signage to communicate 
critical information such as site identity, amenities, safety information? 
Consider assigning a scale value for accuracy and effectiveness such as: 
	 • completely wrong information
	 • corrected information, but not visible enough 
	 • inaccuracies but not causing issues

• Brand Awareness Elevation
Which sites are most used and may reach more users faster in elevating the new brand?
Which sites are confusing as to whether they are part of the Susquehanna River Water Trail?

• Current Signage Conditions
If signage exists, is it in good condition or in need of repair, refurbishment, or replacement with more 
urgency than another site?

• Budget Optimization
Implementation of like sign types and/or materials at one time will offer cost efficiencies for fabrication.  
Likewise ganging orders, especially within close proximity to one another for installation reduces the  
number of times crews need to mobilize, making installation more efficient and cost effective.

• Funding Sources
What are funding source options?  General operational or maintenance budgets, special grant programs?  

Funding is often a primary driver for determining opportunities for implementation. Given that, we  
recommend managing partners assess funding source opportunities. Some grant programs support  
planning and/or design, others only construction, while some can be applied to both. Following are  
recommendations based on the funding coverage filters.

Planning-Only Funding
If funding sources are for planning-only activities, we recommend pursuing the creation of location plans  
with full message schedules and photo documentation for as many sites as feasible within each section.   
Using the same list of factors noted above, prioritize the sites to be included if funding doesn’t support the  
total number of sites for the section or branch. The end deliverable will position you for moving into site  
signage design and/or fabrication for those locations.

Planning and Design Funding
If funding supports both planning and design, we recommend focusing on creation of location plans and full 
message schedules for as many sites as feasible within the section along with including at least one design file 
template for all major sign types. The longest name or most complex site factors should be the basis for the 
templates to ensure the templates work across all locations consistently and will be sufficient for future signage 
needs.  As many actual production-ready design files as possible with given funding should be executed.  
However, having a template for each sign type for the section will position you for future needs in a more 
cost-effective way.

Fabrication/Installation Funding
As noted above, the magnitude of scope per-unit pricing in this report provides a budgeting tool for planning  
only. When actually bidding or ordering signage, there will be economies of scale that can be factored in.  
Economies of scale kick in when there are multiples of typical sign types and/or materials in one order.  
Volume discounts for materials and efficiencies of labor and machine times occur with repetition of like  
activities. The above-noted factors should be reviewed and assessed in determining the types and quantities  
of signage that should be executed with given funds.
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Project Overview
Section 1 
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Overview

The Susquehanna River Water Trail is made up of four sections of water trail in Pennsylvania, which came 

into existence between 2004 - 2009 based on the production of section maps.  It is a complicated and 

nuanced network of boat launches, canoe accesses, camping areas, river town communities, and public 

lands that access to the Susquehanna River. The Water Trail celebrates the area’s geology, heritage, 

and wildlife. The Susquehanna River system flows through three states: New York, Pennsylvania, and 

Maryland.  Within Pennsylvania, four sections of the Susquehanna River are recognized as a Pennsylvania 

Water Trail. These include the West Branch, the North Branch, the Middle Susquehanna, and the Lower 

Susquehanna. In all, the water trail sections offer roughly 519 miles of trail and links 20 counties within the 

Commonwealth.  

The managing partners recognize opportunities to enhance the user experience through more consistent 

branding and better wayfinding signage.  They have engaged Gecko Group, Inc.  to collaborate with their 

teams to develop a unifying Branding and Wayfinding Design Guide for the entire Susquehanna River 

Water Trail within Pennsylvania.

The first stage of this engagement is a period of discovery to assess the current conditions and report 

on those findings including identifying issues and opportunities.  This report serves as the compilation 

of the discovery sessions with the partners, intensive review of the background and reference materials 

provided, and suggestions for approaches in moving forward with both unified branding and a hierarchy 

of wayfinding.  These findings and discussions around opportunities will serve to inform latter stages of 

the design concepting and development.

Target Audiences

Users of the Susquehanna River Water Trail are primarily the recreating public operating nonmotorized 

watercraft and paddlers of various skills and abilities. User skill level shift based on the season. During 

warmer months, a broad range of users based on age and skills level can be found on the water trail. 

Colder months result in more advanced users due to the additional gear and skills needed to overcome 

the added risks.  

A secondary, smaller audience includes motorized users for fishing and alternate forms of recreation at 

the access sites that is both passive and active recreation.

1.0 – Project Overview; 1.1 – Audiences
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North Branch West Branch

Middle Susquehanna

1.0– Background: Water Trail Sections

Susquehanna River Water Trail 
Management

The Susquehanna River Water Trail is split into four 

distinct sections within Pennsylvania. Each section has 

a designated water trail manager as identified by DCNR 

and the PA Water Trails Program. 

Each section is currently branded individually with the 

identities varying (see following page for observations). 

The approach to wayfinding is also inconsistent from 

area to area and sometimes even within sections. This 

often leads to visitor and user confusion.  

Each section provides maps and trail guides with similar 

types of information but they are presented differently 

from region to region due to the fact that each map was 

created individually by an organization that is no longer 

active within the program. The maps presentation is 

affected by the geography of the river and based on 

mileage and trail charateristics. It is not all due to 

individual preference.  

Lower Susquehanna
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1.0 – Background: Current Visual Identifiers

ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT LOGOS

SGP produced a West Branch Logo.

Pennsylvania Water Trails and Susq. Water Trails
compete for heirarchy which could be 
confusing for the visitor. 

Hard to distinquish which branch is being identi�ed
through illustration if visitor is not familiar with the area.
Illustrative style is dif�cult to adapt to other signage 
and maintain a cohesive and recognizable brand.
Consider simplfying to a minimal iconography 
that can easily be applied to signage 
and other messaging.

Color schemes could get lost in landscape, 
especially from the water. Additionally, the text 
could be hard to read from far away.
Consider using a bolder color scheme 
and type treatment.

As part of the PA Water Trails Program, 
this Susquehanna River Water Trail section
was independently given a logo by the 
PA Fish & Boat Commission in their early years 
to brand them under their water trail program.

With funding from grant sources in 2020, 
SGP worked with EMHR to update the
North Branch logo to simplify it and make
it more recognizable.

Alternate naming could confuse visitors. 
It’s unclear what branch this is.

As part of the PA Water Trails Program, 
this Susquehanna River Water Trail section
was independently given a logo by the 
PA Fish & Boat Commission in their early years 
to brand them under their water trail program.

Because this branch does not identify
the water trails, it could be misleading 
and a visitor may not know that this is
part of the trails.

Consider adding a logo for this branch 
in addition to the organization logo.   

Naming is not consistent across all logos. 
Consider streamlining all naming.

WEST BRANCH NORTH BRANCH

MIDDLE SUSQUEHANNA LOWER SUSQUEHANNA

The current logos align under the PA Water Trails 
Partnership. Because the trails are independent 
sections, the logos, among other aspects, do 
not provide a level of uni�cation for the system. 
The Lower Susquehanna is still without a logo.
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Project Goals | Intended Outcomes

Current Conditions and Concerns

During our discovery kick off meeting and through follow up summaries of peer 

conversations, the team communicated several pain points for visitors with the 

current identity signage:

– Lack of signage and consistent signage both land and water side

– Color may blend in with surroundings

– The full trail lacks consistency between the four sections and as a full trail,

which is confusing for users

Goals | Intended Outcomes

The overarching goal of improving and enhancing the visitor experience will be 

achieved through this first phase project by developing a branding and wayfinding 

design guideline that will:

• Increase public awareness and use of the Susquehanna River Water Trail within

Pennsylvania as a major recreation resource.

• Grow user confidence and improve their overall experience out on the Water Trail.

• Provide information at the points and through vehicles in which people access

the water trail

• Increase the visibility of the water trail to make navigation along the trail

easier in order to reduce missed experiences

• Create a compelling identity all its own for the Susquehanna River recognizing

its unique aspects as a water trail in Pennsylvania

• Create a unified brand that utilizes the full trail’s identity while providing

subsets of branding for each section that provide a level of individuality, yet

still visually connecting all of them together for cross trail users

• Unify the signage landscape through a coordinated effort that brands and

signs the full trail, elevating its visibility to match other long-distance trails

• Afford the opportunity to educate paddlers about the larger system to inspire

additional exploration into new sections.

• Improve communication around safety

• Better inform the public on how to utilize the water trail

• Have a strategic approach to signing hazards that better informs the public and gives them the

resources to avoid the hazard – low head dams, hydroelectric dams, portages, rapids, tricky

navigation, etc.

• Provide a level of signage that we can put on tributary trails at their last access site so that we are 

also communicating with paddlers who will paddle into our trail from another. It doesn’t just stop at 

the end of the Pine Creek Water Trail, or Juniata Trail. Offer that collaboration opportunity to those 

partners.

• Create a suite of signage to help facilitate informed and safe use of the water trail

• Have signage line up with industry best practices.

• Easy to read, skim-able form

• Hierarchical – sets a hierarchy on what information is most important to convey.

• Support “30 second” readers; “1-minute” readers, and “every word” readers.

• Both from land to water signs and from water to land signs

Design Considerations

Colors

– The team expressed some concern about colors and seasons for visibility through conversations

with peers. Signs should not compete with the landscape, but still want them to be visible. Scale of

signage, materials selection, and contrast of colors will be explored in design with this in mind. Color

can also be a mechanism for identifying water trail sections.

Maps / Location Indicators

– For signage an understanding of where you are in context to the entire river trail would be helpful but

focus should primarily be on the section and general locations within the section for where you are.

– More indicators from the river side would be helpful.

Partner organization/donor logos

– It will be important to recognize the partner organizations in an appropriate way on strategic sign

types but in a manner that doesn’t complete with the Water Trail brand.

Updatability

– A signage system that has modular elements would help when limited aspects need to be updated.

1.2–Project Goals and Intended Outcomes
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Assessment Findings
Section 2 

2
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Discovery Overview

A Unique Perspective

Even though the Susquehanna River is one of the longest rivers in the eastern US, and a major river in 

the Commonwealth, it is generally perceived as a backyard river. People are familiar with the section 

that is in their own backyard, however, they know little about the opportunities along other sections.  

This holds true not only for users, but for the managers as well. There has been little engagement and 

integration with other regions. Consequently there is no consistent and cohesive presentation of the 

brand or messaging.

Currently, there is no overarching brand for the Water Trail. The four sections of the river, managed 

separately, each have varied identity presentations and levels of signage. The varied presentation of 

brand and wayfinding for each section is as diverse as the characteristics, geography, and cultural history 

of the WaterTrail sections themselves.  The brand awareness for the full Water Trail is fractured and 

limited. By establishing an overarching brand that is leveraged consistently along all branches, there  

is an opportunity to elevate awareness of all sections and encourage a greater reach of users across  

all sections.

Site Conditions

Each section of the river has natural and cultural features that create a different character for the region.  

Together, they provide a corridor of varied water recreation with opportunities for users of diverse 

experience. Each section has its own set of challenges and perceptions in terms of public awareness  

and safety communications.  Following is an outline of the current conditions for each section of the 

Water Trail.

2.0 – Discovery Overview
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North Branch

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: North Branch

Manager: Endless Mountains Heritage Region  

and the Susquehanna Greenway Partnership

Length: 181 miles

Counties: Susquehanna, Bradford, Wyoming, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Columbia, 

Montour, Northumberland

This stretch of the river is characterized by rolling meadows, forests, and 

crop land, set amidst seemingly endless, rolling mountains. About half of the 

area is within the Endless Mountains Heritage Region, the other half is not 

within that region. Classic Americana still flourishes in small river towns like 

Susquehanna Depot, Hallstead, Sayre, Athens, Towanda, Wyalusing, Laceyville, 

and Tunkhannock. The North Branch of the Susquehanna River also flows from 

New York into Pennsylvania briefly at the ’Great Bend’ in Susquehanna County, 

then back into New York before reentering Pennsylvania and flowing to Sunbury 

where it joins the West Branch. The confluence of the two rivers forms the river’s 

main stem. 

The main section of the Susquehanna River Water Trail - North Branch begins at 

the NY state border near Athens/Sayre, PA and flows to Sunbury, PA. The Water 

Trail and Water Trail Maps also include the ‘Great Bend’ section in Susquehanna 

County. Paddlers who seek to venture between the two sections will have 

difficulty, as NY does not currently have water trail maps. 

The North Branch is co-managed by two organizations. The Endless Mountains 

Heritage Region manages the sections in Susquehanna, Bradford, Wyoming, 

Lackawanna, and Luzerne County. Susquehanna Greenway Partnership manages 

Columbia, Montour, and Northumberland sections. 

It is important that any branding would be neutral between the two organizations. 

Both need to be recognized as managers for the full system to establish that co-

management. 
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North Branch (cont.)

Unique characteristics

•	 The Great Bend – small section of the river that bends into Susquehanna 	

	 County before returning in Athens/Sayre area. 

•	 Marie Antoinette Overlook

•	 French Azilum—Bradford County

•	 The Standing Stone – iconic feature

•	 Knox Mine Disaster Memorial (Luzerne County Rail Trail)

•	 Susquehanna River Commons—Wilkes Barre

•	 North Branch Canal Remnants – Lower North Branch

•	 Eel Weirs – Lower North Branch

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: North Branch
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2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: North Branch
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West Branch

Manager: Susquehanna Greenway Partnership

Length: 228 miles

Counties: Cambria, Indiana, Clearfield, Centre, Clinton, Lycoming, Union, Snyder

The Susquehanna River Water Trail - West Branch flows 228 miles from Cambria 

County to Northumberland County, Here, Pennsylvania’s virgin timber was 

harvested throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries to supply lumber for 

shipbuilding, construction and coal mine props. Much of this lumber was rafted 

down the West Branch and its tributaries to markets on or near the Chesapeake 

Bay. Today, the West Branch flows through a northern hardwood forest of oak, 

cherry, maple, and remnants of the great white pine and hemlock. It is home to 

some of the most wild and remote segments along the Susquehanna River Water 

Trail. With a section of around 20 miles between access points. 

The Susquehanna River Water Trail - West Branch contains some of the most 

remote and wild landscapes of the Susquehanna River.  It is the only major 

waterway in the Chesapeake Bay watershed where paddlers are likely to see elk. 

The water trail boasts a variety of historic and ecological attractions including a 

covered bridge, the elk herd, and numerous lumber heritage sites. Upper sections 

of the water trail are limited by water flow during the summer months, but they 

are the only sections on the water trail to be designated as a trout fishery.

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: West Branch
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West Branch (cont.)

Unique characteristics 

•	 The most wild and remote segment of the water trail due to the amount of 	

	 preserved open space (state game lands, state forests, natural areas, etc.)

•	 Long continuous ridge lines, mostly associated with conserved forests.  

	 These mountains are flat topped and some of their geography can go to  

	 the river itself. The mountains are not pointed.

•	 	 The water is predominantly blue and tends to be clearer (flood stage will  

	 result in brown) than the main stem due to the chemistry of the water.  

	 This can be seen at the confluence of the West and North Branch. 

•	 PA Wilds and Lumber Heritage Areas are in a portion of the water trail,  

	 though not the whole mileage.

o	 We do not want to align with their branding.  

•	 There are remnants of the Lumber history along the water trail and several  

	 of the locations/points of interest are named after rafting points or  

	 infrastructure remnants. 

•	 Trail start small in Cherry Tree as a more narrow pathway and then widens  

	 along its route as additional tributaries come into the system. 

•	 The water trail snakes through the geography; the majority is not straight  

	 until the last 20-30 miles or so before the confluence. 

•	 Susquehanna Boom—Remnants on the river outside of Williamsport, PA

•	 Pennsylvania Elk Herd

•	 Hyner View: Overlook outside Renovo, PA. Popular hang-gliding location.

•	 State Parks include: Hyner View State Park, Susquehanna State Park,  

	 Milton State Park, and Shikellamy State Park

•	 State Forests: Sproul, Tiadaghton, Moshannon

•	 Ring Rocks – rafting tiedown spots on the river in large boulders

•	 Only section with state designated trout waters on the first 7-10 miles of  

	 the trail

•	 A couple eel weirs

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: West Branch
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2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: West Branch
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Middle Branch

Manager: Susquehanna River Trail Association

Length: 54 miles

Counties: Snyder, Northumberland, Juniata, Perry, Dauphin, Cumberland

As the river flows south from Sunbury, it bisects several mountains—Mahantango, 

Berry, Peters, Second, and Blue—a series of five water gaps forged by the 

Susquehanna. The shallow river channel is adorned with over 400 islands 

between Sunbury and Harrisburg; primitive campsites have been established on 

over 20 of these islands. 

The Susquehanna Division of the Pennsylvania Canal ran 41 miles from Clarks 

Ferry to Northumberland; scattered remnants of the locks, canal beds, and 

towpaths are still evident. The Millersburg Ferry is the only surviving ferry service 

along the Susquehanna and the ferries are some of the last wooden stern paddle 

ferries in the country. The Rockville Bridge, a 3,280-foot stone 48-arch main line 

railroad bridge, was once the longest of its kind in the world, built in 1902.

The Middle Section of the Susquehanna River Water Trail begins at the Adam 

T. Bower Memorial Dam in Sunbury, PA and runs to the Dock Street Dam in 

Harrisburg. It is characterized by its wide expanses of river and network of 

islands. The islands make the river feel narrower than elsewhere; many think that 

some of the islands are actually the other bank of the river. This section of the 

water trail is the only stretch with designated river islands that are maintained 

and open to camping at no cost. The many islands and riffle sections along this 

stretch of river require key navigation knowledge in the dry season when the 

water levels are low. This section of the river does have dams, located in Sunbury, 

Shamokin Dam, and Harrisburg. Paddlers should be mindful of the portages 

around the dams and use caution when approaching.

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: Middle Branch



211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester, PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE    JOB#      

© GECKO GROUP 

December 22, 2021 21SGP5328

2021

SGP | SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAIL BRANDING AND WAYFINDING 17

Middle Branch (cont.)

Unique characteristics

•	 River Island Campsites

•	 Wider river and more shallow

•	 Near Harrisburg and in lower water levels, the river has a network of rocks  

	 and boulders in the canal. 

	 o	 This can make it important to follow a specific route around the  

		  rocks and boulders to avoid hazards and odd water features. 

•	 Isle of Que – outside of Selinsgrove

•	 Susquehanna Statue of Liberty

•	 Rockville Bridge

•	 Fort Hunter

•	 Millersburg-Liverpool Ferry

•	 City Island

•	 McKees Half Falls – shows some of the geologic features with the line of  

	 rocks in the river

•	 Near Harrisburg the river goes under lots of bridges. The aerial of the  

	 skyline shows these features one after the other. 

•	 The accesses along the western side of the river are mostly PA Fish & Boat  

	 Commission access sites. 

•	 The river has good access on the western side thanks to HWY 15, but less  

	 on the eastern side. This is complicated because there are not many  

	 bridges across the river in the upper sections, so people have to drive  

	 longer distances if they launch on one side of the river and want to land on  

	 the opposite side of the river. 

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: Middle Branch
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2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: Middle Branch



211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester, PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE    JOB#      

© GECKO GROUP 

December 22, 2021 21SGP5328

2021

SGP | SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAIL BRANDING AND WAYFINDING 19

Lower Branch

Manager: Susquehanna National Heritage Area

Length: 53

Counties: Perry, Dauphin, Cumberland, Lancaster, York

The Lower Susquehanna region has supported many industries over its history. 

Native Americans utilized the River for navigation and transportation in its early 

days. During the lumber boom, logs harvested from the West and North Branches 

were floated down to mills that lined the shores of the Lower Susquehanna. The 

River was also utilized to transport coal, various goods, and people with the 

advent of the Pennsylvania Canal. 

Today, the Lower Susquehanna section is recognized for its series of four 

hydroelectric dams. These dams are spread out along its expanse and create a 

network of ponds that are largely used for outdoor recreational pursuits. This is 

where we see sailing being added to the recreation opportunities. The nuclear 

plant, Three Mile Island, is also located within the Lower Susquehanna just 

outside of Harrisburg, PA.

The lower section of the Susquehanna River Water Trail - Lower Susquehanna 

is shown on a series of three maps that begin south of the Dock Street Dam 

in Harrisburg. This section of the water trail hosts four dams and is largely 

recognized for the calm waters created by the ponds behind the dams. While 

calm in nature, these waters can be daunting to paddlers depending on the wind 

direction and boat traffic. Information on how to portage around the dams can 

be found on the maps, but that act remains difficult for 444 Club paddlers due to 

changing numbers and practices at the dams. Paddlers along this section of the 

River Trail also enjoy great small mouth bass fishing. The lower expanse of this 

section passes through the Susquehanna Piedmont Gorge, which is highly scenic, 

with a diversity of rare plant and animals and outstanding geological formations.

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: Lower Branch
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Lower Branch (cont.)

The Lancaster and York section of the water trail is called the Susquehanna 

Riverlands Conservation Landscape. However, the landscape does not include all 

of the water trail sections. The areas around Wrightsville are populated, but the 

sections near Maryland tend to be less populated. Local power companies owned 

a large piece of land along the river in this section, but have given much of that 

land over to the Lancaster County Conservancy for preservation.. 

Recently gained National Heritage Area designation, but is also a state heritage 

region. 

Unique characteristics

•	 Wider sections with little river current due to dams, so launching and  

	 landing at the same access site is possible. 

•	 Large boulder sections in a section of the river are popular paddling  

	 features during lower water levels, as people paddle in and among them

•	 The Zimmerman Center for Heritage – a national park service outpost

•	 Lock 2, 12, 15 remnants

•	 Petroglyphs – on rocks in the water trail. Can be seen at lower water levels.  

	 This is a unique feature to this section of the river. 

•	 Columbia Crossing River Trails Center – has a launch and is the terminus  

	 of the Northwest Lancaster River Trail

•	 Turkey Hill Experience – the food company

	 o	 Also, Turkey Hill with its two wind turbines is a landmark on that  

		  section of the water trail

•	 The Conejohela Flats–Rookery 

•	 White Cliffs of Conoy – was a manmade feature that now is a landmark on  

	 the water trail

•	 Breezyview Overlook

•	 Pinnacle Scenic Overlook 

2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: Lower Branch
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2.1 – Site Specific Conditions: Lower Branch
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Recommendations
Section 3 

3
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Materials

In considering materials for the signage, Gecko will explore options to include a combination  

of natural and finished materials to include the possibilities of wood, stone, slate, weathered steel, 

synthetic compositions, or painted aluminum.  The intent is to select materials that are durable to  

provide longevity, as well as low-maintenance. Materials may vary based on location, environment 

and purpose.

Scale

Gecko is recommending developing a heirarchy of scale for various wayfinding sign types that are 

appropriate within the landscape as well as in relation to the type of content each delivers.

Modular

Gecko is recommending strategically developing some sign types to be modular for ease of 

updating specific types of content.

Land and Water

Gecko envisions a suite of signage that is functional for the land side user and the water side user.

Opportunities Overview

Creating a comprehensive plan with a cohesive design approach for the brand identity and wayfinding 

signage of the Susquehanna River Water Trail has many benefits. The managing organizations can 

collaborate to elevate recognition of the entire water trail in Pennsylvania while also highlighting the 

individual sections that are already established and valued as important recreational assets. In developing 

the design approach to achieve the goals, various elements are being considered.

Identity Titling & Logo

Gecko recommends the hierarchy of brand identity be developed with a logo that creates awareness for 

the entire water trail system while having distinct applications for each section. We also recommend this 

identity take priority in the heirarchy of logos on the signage as the primary element for identification.  

Gecko recommends removing the Pennsylvania Water Trails identifyer from the Susquehanna River Water 

Trails logo.  Instead the Pennsylvania Water Trails logo would stand on its own and be used in a signature 

logo as appropriate on signage.

Fonts

The recommended fonts will be well-established as fonts that fall within Universal Design standards for 

visibility and ease of reading for vehicular travel.  The font selection will likely be simple and san-serif.  

Applications for signage may be considered could include dimensional letters and cut vinyl.

Colors

Gecko’s recommendations for color treatments for the logos that are a timeless, classic approach.  

Special attention to contrast with letter colors ensures visibility and readability.  Hazard signage may be 

considered a different set of colors to increase the visibility. Once a color is selected for hazard signs, they 

will be handled consistently.  The combinations of materials, scale, fonts and colors provide a high level 

of visibility within the landscape throughout seasonal changes.

Messaging

Gecko recommends all signage messaging be created with a heirarchy of content for delivering key 

messages and addressing multiple learning styles.  This includes both a heirarchy for the content as well 

as the means of delivery of the content visually.

3.0 – Opportunities Overview
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Brand Identity Heirarchy Exploration
CURRENT HIERARCHY

KEY ISSUES

• Each manager has taken a different approach and
other entities have also added their branding and
signage to access sites at a regional and local level.
We need to unify under one trail.

• With such a large water trail, there are so many
partners, organizations, and municipalities that
identify the water trail as an asset and opportunity
to implement their own branding. We cannot
include or take into account them all. This is why
the branding needs to exist on its own, as its own.

• Short Term -
Create a logo and brand for the PA section of the
Susquehanna River Water Trail

Long term –
we would like this brand and logo to be adopted by
NY and MD, so having it be less focused on the PA
identity would help facilitate that activity.

PENNSYLVANIA WATER TRAILS

SECTIONS OF SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAILS
Penn. Water Trails, Susq. River Trail, and individual Sections all compete for hierarchy

WEST BRANCH NORTH BRANCH MIDDLE SECTION
(ISLAND ADVENTURE)

LOWER SECTION

Existing branding and any new branding 
would coexist with these logos

ORGANIZATION LOGOS
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Brand Identity Heirarchy Exploration

SUGGESTED HIERARCHY - OPTION 1
NOTE: THIS IS NOT DESIGNED.
THIS IS JUST AN EXAMPLE 
TO STUDY HIERARCHY

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAILS
Unify all branches under Susq. River Water Trails instead of Penn. Water Trails

Emphasis on the state and its branches, with both being secondary to Susq. River Water Trails

SECTIONS OF THE RIVER WATER TRAIL
Each branch is distinguished through color

WEST BRANCH NORTH BRANCH MIDDLE SUSQUEHANNA LOWER SUSQUEHANNA

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER 
WATER TRAILS
PENNSYLVANIA

Develop a dynamic idenity that
inlcudes modular elements such as 
a word mark and an icon that can 
be separated and adapted in 
different ways

Ex. - The circle could be a unique 
shape (like a shield or similar)
that acts as the umbrella
symbol. That shape or symbol would 
be adapted to each state (PA, MD, NY)
while remaining true to the brand  

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
WATER TRAILS
MARYLAND

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
WATER TRAILS
NEW YORK

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
WATER TRAILS
PENNSYLVANIA
WEST BRANCH

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
WATER TRAILS
PENNSYLVANIA
NORTH BRANCH

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
WATER TRAILS
PENNSYLVANIA
MIDDLE SUSQUEHANNA

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
WATER TRAILS
PENNSYLVANIA
LOWER SUSQUEHANNA

In the future, the new branding 
could be adapted to other states
if needed

Existing branding and any new branding 
would coexist with these logos

ORGANIZATION LOGOS

3.1 – Branding Approach Overview
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Brand Identity Heirarchy Exploration

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAILS
Susq. River Water Trails is more prominent, but is still secondary to Penn. Water Trails (PWT would be included in all branding) 

There is no emphasis on the individual states and the branches are tertiary

WEST BRANCH NORTH BRANCH MIDDLE SUSQUEHANNA LOWER SUSQUEHANNA

SUGGESTED HIERARCHY - OPTION 2
NOTE: THIS IS NOT DESIGNED.
THIS IS JUST AN EXAMPLE 
TO STUDY HIERARCHY

PENNSYLVANIA 

SUSQUEHANNA
RIVER 

WATER TRAILS
WATER TRAILS

PENNSYLVANIA 

SUSQUEHANNA
RIVER 

WATER TRAILS
WEST BRANCH

WATER TRAILS

PENNSYLVANIA 

SUSQUEHANNA
RIVER 

WATER TRAILS
NORTH BRANCH

WATER TRAILS

PENNSYLVANIA 

SUSQUEHANNA
RIVER 

WATER TRAILS
MIDDLE SECTION

WATER TRAILS

PENNSYLVANIA 

SUSQUEHANNA
RIVER 

WATER TRAILS
LOWER SECTION

WATER TRAILS

Existing branding and any new branding 
would coexist with these logos

ORGANIZATION LOGOS

SECTIONS OF THE RIVER WATER TRAILS
Each branch is distinguished through color

3.1 – Branding Approach Overview
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Wayfinding General Signage Menu

P

River Access ID Sign
from road

River Access ID Sign
from path/trail

River Access Large Kiosk
at parking areas

Double-sided
River Access Small Kiosk
at river access

Double-sided
Pedestrian totem
at river access

Small Regulatory 
Sign - metal post

Large Regulatory 
Sign - wood post

River Access ID Sign
from water

Caution Sign
from water - ground mount

Caution Sign
from water - overhead mount

FROM WATER

ON LAND

Large River Access ID Sign
from water

WAYFINDING
KEY ISSUES

• Multiple managing and supporting brand identities

• Icon use for quick translation of message.

• Signage needed for on Water and Land

• Establish hierachy with Brand for signage

• Signage should stand out in the environment

• Legibility and scale of signs from water - both sides of river?

Wall Mounted  Sign
from water - mounted on bridge or building

*Regulatory Sign Panels can 
also be mounte to existing Structures

GENERIC SIGN MENU
NOTE: THIS IS NOT DESIGNED.
THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF SIGN
TYPES NEEDED ALONG THE TRAIL

• Signage on private property

• New Signage on existing site signage Large Regulatory 
Sign - panel only

 - mount to existing
   structures/trees

Access
Name

Access
Name

NEXT ACCESS
9 MILES

NEXT ACCESS
9 MILES

NEXT ACCESS SITE 2 MILES

Large Regulatory 
Sign - panel only

 - mount to trees

NEXT
PUBLIC 
ACCESS
9 MILES

Accent Panel 
added to existing site ID Signage
Size will vary

COMMUNITY
BOARD

Water Trail
Access Name

Water Trail
Access Name

Water Trail
Access Name

Water Trail
Access Name

PRIVATE
LAND

NO ACCESS
NO

CAMPING

ICON MENU

EXISTING SIGN




