Ad - Wednesdoy, August 27, 2014 o

And based on what we! ve read and-what' '
‘ 1earn1ng it appears that many others suppe_ the
' study, t00; G e
: Lycommg' Cot nty ha nVe'ste $30,(}00 into
: -.the study; Clinton County is chipping in $20, 000
AL issue is the feasibility of creating a multi- =
“county, non-motorized trail for hiking; brcyc]jng,
horse-riding, skiing and for birders that runs along
the mountait ndge tops between Muncy and
McElhatian.
We understand the 1dea is in its mfancy :
- We encourage those behind the proposal to con-
‘tinie to expand their outreach and: engagement to
explain the plafi and keep the study process as :
transparent as possible before maklng recommen— L
dations to stakeholders. - ke . o
- The concept is good. - SR
Clinton County already is known as a mee '
hiking and outdoor recreation. .-
. Consider the Megatransect, Hyner Challenge
Eagle Trek and Frozen Snot compedhve—reere— __:
ational trail hikes that attract thousan  Of eople
here each year. -~ R
The organizers of these events have a proven
* track record of being stfong stewards’ of the land
by building and maintaining trails. -
Their events are attracting the attentmn of other :
: stewards bnngmg people here from all over the i

locals S every day

- watershed, make it better, and
_greater protecnon of a very preemus Tesou

We believe this trail, if. found feasible; could .
serve to strengthen that stewardslnp by bnngmg
even more conservation-minded visitors and 0
tourists ..."by increasing the number of eyes on eur;
trails in general to help policé thém: ; by helplng
fo protect the natural beauty of thrs area .. and by
helping to proteéct our watersheds: S i

Helping to maintain good Water quahty"
a very significant benefit; as mentioned at thi

‘week’s meeting by Brian Auman; a registere,
landscape architect ‘with more than 25 years’ expe-
rience working on community-based neighborhood -
‘revitalization, watershed planning, environmental:

restoratjon, greenway: and green. mfrastructur =
projects. ' =

Mountain stream banks could be 1rnprove to :
limit erosion. :

Further, and nnportantly, a regaonaI ndge-trali_. i
could deter motorized vehicles and profect scemc
vistas. Vehicle use on the trails is perhaps the.
greatest danger to the public watershed; ‘Hike and’-
runners could discourage unauthorized vehicles.: -

“The recreational users are your best’ stewards
and best police out there,” Auman told those.
attending his presentatron this past Monday mght
in City Hall. ‘ :

- The trail also would hnk “greenway” town
along the river, he added. -

This potent1al project rernmds us of I—Ilghlan
Cemetery in Lock Haven and how. it was insuch
decline years ago, the victim of. temble_ Vandahsm
When volunteers — encouraged by the ce o
board — stepped forward to cle; ]
even patrol the cemetery, it made )
ence and still does today. - :

We see that same positive
already being played out by orgar
teers with the various recreational
trail events.

We strongly encourage c1v1e
appointed officials to learn as mu
about this study and proposal, ik _
of the potential benefits. - w

Outdoor recreation in thi : :_of the P_A Wﬂds--i_
has such a benef1c1al 11npact on the quahty of hf :
here. ' 5 :

And, as we're seemg it also has a Very. positive
1nﬂuenee 0N OUr economy. - :

This study could serve as a
stakeholders together to bett




