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Susquehanna E-Connections; May 2019
Susquehanna Greenway Partnership

Education & Outreach 

8th Annual Photo Contest 
Now Accepting Entries! Deadline: June 30, 2019

Show us your Susquehanna! What
Susquehanna River Town or special
scene do you treasure? Submit your
original photographs and share your
stories in our annual Susquehanna
Greenway Photo Contest!

This year's categories include
Landscapes, Bridges, Susquehanna
Adventures, and River Towns.

Cash Prizes will be awarded in each
Category. Winning images will also be
printed, framed, and added to a
traveling gallery that exhibits along the
Susquehanna Greenway for the
following year.

To enter click the button below. Be
sure to review our Contest Rules
before submitting your photos.

Join us for the Susquehanna Island Hopper 
Tickets on sale now; purchase yours today!

It's National Bike Month!
A Perfect Time To #GetOutontheGreenway

May is National Bike Month, sponsored by the
League of American Bicyclists and celebrated
in communities from coast to coast.
Established in 1956, National Bike Month is a
chance to showcase the many benefits of
bicycling — and encourage more folks to give
biking a try.

In the spirit of National Bike Month, we're
bringing you the latest Greenway news, much
of which involves opportunities to
#GetOutontheGreenway and bike! For more
information about how to celebrate click below.
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Join SGP and the Susquehanna River
TrailAssociation (SRTA) on Saturday,
August 3, 2019, as we discover the
islands of the Middle Susquehanna River
Water Trail by canoe or kayak! The
Susquehanna Island Hopper is a one-day
celebration connecting you to the outdoor
opportunities along the Middle
Susquehanna River.

When: August 3, 2019 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

What: 12-mile paddle

Where:

Isle of Que Access 
Selinsgrove (start)
Mahantango Creek 
Port Trevorton (end)

 
Trails 

Trail Opens in Clinton County 
Bald Eagle Valley Trail sees Phase 2 Completion

Castanea, PA - March 20, 2019

To kick off the first day of spring, trail
officials and enthusiasts alike
gathered for the opening of the Bald
Eagle Valley Trail. The ribbon-cutting
event on March 20th opened 3.4
miles of the projected 11.5-mile total
to trail users. Upon completion, the
trail will connect Lock Haven,
Castanea, McElhattan, Avis, and
points in-between to the Lycoming
County border and the Jersey Shore trailhead of the Pine Creek Rail Trail. For more
information about the trail click below.

Bike & Pedestrian Plan Moves Forward  
Middle Susquehanna Transportation Plan

SGP has been working with the SEDA-COG and Lycoming County Municipal
Planning Organizations (MPOs) for the last two years to develop the Middle
Susquehanna Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee and the Middle
Susquehanna Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, which is projected to be released in
June 2019.

People want to live and work in places that are walkable and bikeable, and this plan
pushes the Greenway one step closer to our vision for a continuous 500-mile

Say Hello to Hellbender 
Pennsylvania's State Amphibian

Photo by Ryan Wagner
 
Snot otter, lasagna lizard, mud devil, devil dog,
ground puppy, and Allegheny alligator! A
slippery critter that goes by many names, the
Hellbender has been officially named as
Pennsylvania's state amphibian.
 
This nocturnal Greenway native is rarely
spotted, but can grow over two feet long--
making it North America's largest amphibian! It
lives in very clean streams beneath rocks, so
our beautiful Susquehanna River plays a large
role in shaping its environment. For more
information on the designation click below.

Fasten Your Life Vests  
May 18-24 is National Safe Boating Week

This month, National Safe Boating Week will
be observed by organizations across the
country on May 18th-24th. Check with your
local partners for events related to boat safety,
and be a steward for safety yourself by
spreading the word!
 
Stories, events, and resources for learning
about boat safety can be found on the Safe
Boating Campaign website or by clicking
below.

Hooray for Heritage! 
May is also National Heritage Month
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corridor of land and water trails along
the Susquehanna River. Once
finished, the plan will ...

Northumberland Bike-
Ped Audit 
Research Completed by Study
Committee & Residents

This year, Northumberland completed the Northumberland Borough & Point
Township Community Bicycle and
Pedestrian Audit, which is intended to
raise awareness about the
importance of bicycle and pedestrian-
friendly community design for
encouraging active and healthy
lifestyles.

Conducted by a study committee and
area residents, the audit will help
organize the community around
bike/ped issues, identify impediments to safe walking and biking, and identify priority
projects for implementation. Click below to see the full project analysis.

 

River Towns 

Williamsport City Cleanup 
Over 2,000 Pounds of Trash Collected!

Williamsport, PA - April 30, 2019

On April 22-28, 2019, the
Susquehanna Greenway
Partnership (SGP)
collaborated with organizations
throughout Williamsport on a
citywide cleanup. More than
400 volunteers joined
participating organizations in
picking up trash around the city
to celebrate Earth Week and to
commemorate citizen Richard James, who was a dedicated community volunteer.

This year’s cleanup brought in over 2,000 pounds of trash—trash that will no longer
clutter the streets, walkways, and open spaces of Williamsport! For more information
about the weeklong initiative, click below.

Heart of Williamsport  
Value Statements Adopted by City Council

Photo by Cindy Klinger

Do you know the heritage regions of the
Susquehanna Greenway? Well here's your
chance to find out! Pennsylvania is home to 12
state-recognized heritage regions, and five of
them are in the Greenway. One is even
included on the list of nationally recognized
heritage regions. Do you know which one?
Click below to find out!

Enjoy Outdoor Recreation? 
Take the Survey!

In its quest to build an outdoor recreation plan
that will serve all Pennsylvanians, DCNR is
looking for public input from YOU through an
online survey that opens this week. Click below
to learn more.

Upcoming Events

May 16-18, 2019 
Towanda Youth Heritage Sojourn

May 17, 2019 
Rivers of Our Region

May 19, 2019 
Wrightsville: Pollinator Planting

May 24, 2019 
Hiawatha Wine Cruise

May 30, 2019 
Hiawatha Beer Cruise

May 31, 2019 
Pride of the Susquehanna: Murder Mystery
Dinner Cruise

June 1, 2019 
Riverlands Trail Festival
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The City Council of Williamsport recently adopted 8 Value Statements put together
by the Heart of Williamsport with the help of the local community. The themes of
each statement are as follows:

1. Celebration of historic and
creative treasures

2. Admiration for Natural
Surroundings

3. Expression of self in a
welcoming environment

4. Participation in learning
opportunities

5. Community sense of well being

6. Appreciation of positive change

7. Treasuring community connection

8. Appreciation for balance of city and rural life

Click on each individual theme for the complete statements, or click below to explore
the Value Statements on Heart of Williamsport's website.

 

Partner News 

Congratulations to York & Lancaster Counties!  
Susquehanna Heritage Area Receives National Designation

As of March 12, 2019, President Donald
Trump signed S.47, the John D. Dingell,
Jr. Conservation, Management, and
Recreation Act, a major national
conservation bill that includes designation
of Lancaster and York Counties as the
Susquehanna National Heritage Area.
This makes the Susquehanna National
Heritage Area America's 55th National
Heritage Area! A celebration is to be held
at the Columbia Crossing River Trails
Center on Friday, June 7th, 11 AM - noon. Learn more about the National Heritage
Area initiative here or click below.

19th Annual Tour de Belt Harrisburg 
Get Ready to Ride on June 2, 2019!

The Capital Area Greenbelt Association is proud to announce that the 19th annual
Tour de Belt will be held Sunday, June 2, 2019. Save the date and plan to be part of
a fun event that includes riding bikes, sightseeing, and nature in Central
Pennsylvania. The ride follows the 20-mile Greenbelt – a century-old system of
parks and open spaces. Riders will experience many improvements to the Greenbelt
– safer trail crossings at busy intersections and many newly paved portions of the

June 2, 2019 
Harrisburg Tour de Belt

June 7, 2019 
Wrightsville: River Experience 2019

June 9, 2019 
Pride of the Susquehanna: Blues Cruise

June 11, 2019 
Sugar Run; Paint & Paddle

June 15, 2019 
McElhattan; Tiadaghton Elm Classic Canoe,
Kayak & SUP Race

June 15, 2019 
Harrisburg Susquehanna River Rally

June 16, 2019 
Sugar Run: Father's Day Paddle

June 22-23, 2019 
Wyoming Valley RiverFest

June 22, 2019 
Tunkhannock Founder's Day

June 29, 2019 
Sunrise Sunset Susquehanna Paddle

June 29, 2019 
Jersey Shore; 48th Annual Tiadaghton Race

June 30, 2019 
SGP Photo Contest Deadline

July 11-13, 2019 
Woodward Township Riverfest

July 13, 2019 
Sugar Run; Pirate Paddle 2019

July 20, 2019 
Tunkhannock River Day 2019

July 30, 2019 
Sugar Run; Paint & Paddle

*This list of events is not exhaustive.*

Visit our online events calendar for more
information.

About the SGP
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Greenbelt. Registration is $25/adult and $10/youth
17 and under. For more information click below.

The mission of the Susquehanna Greenway
Partnership is to envision, create and sustain a
greenway along the Susquehanna River to
enhance river towns and the lives of current and
future generations.

Special Thank You to Our Sponsors
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