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LOCK HAVEN — Lock
Haven — once a river town, still a
river town and likely to remain a
river town into the future —. was
officially designated a “River
Town” Sunday at a short ceremo-

" ny at the Conman Amphitheatre in
the city.

The city has always been a river
town — but this is the official des-
ignation, and it arrives by way of
an initiative from the Susquehanna
Greenway Partnership, '

The partnership offers a River

- Towns Technical Assistance
Program to help communities
return to the river and their historic
downtowns.

The partnership’s goals include
~ helping towns along the
Susquehanna create river parks,

bike trails, walking frails and water

y

access points; attract and promote

sustainable economic develop-
ment; protect water quality; and
lessen flood damage with green
infrastructure, .

The floating stage, just before
the concert by Tusk, was an appro-
priate venue, many thought, since
the amphithieatre was built as a
recreational feature of the
Susquehanna River, and the stage
was an additional feature that
expanded its use.

The new designation should
Open up Some new opportunities
that enhance those efforts and
expand-upon them, according tc
Mayor Rick Vilello.

“This was an easy decision,”
Vilello said, “and we are honored
to be a part of this effort.”

The concept is an effort to cross

the borders that separate local gov-
emments and commumnities and -

create a green corridor of recre-
ational and enhanced use for the
Susquehanna River.

The program’s focus on attract-.
- ing businesses and tourists to that

corridor makes it a natural for
DPowntown Lock Haven Inc., the
nonprofit agency that boosts the
city’s shopping- district.

The benefits of becoming an
official River Town include help

‘foward building or sprucing up an
_ attractive riverfront. This in turn

can draw tourists, attract business-
es and jobs, increase property val-

- ues and tax revenues, and encour-

age healthy exercise.
Susquehanna Greenway

- Partnership has been working

since 2001 to connect communi-
ties along the 500-mile river, said
Alice Trowbridge, the partner-
ship’s greenway coordinator. This
giant greenway is being developed

community by community, she
Said.

As for the SGP organization
itself, she said, it can offer techni-
cal help for planning and project
development, money to make
things happen, and narketing
through its website, newsletier, .
press releases and social media.

The city also is required to pro-
mote the river as a resource in at
least two ways, City Councilman
Ted Forbes reported, requirements
that seem entirely possible for -
Lock Haven to meet.

The mayor also publically took
the ice bucket challenge before the
concert. : .

Among those attending were
Tom Wolf, Democratic nominee
for govemor, accoimpanied by State
Rep. Mike Hanna, and candidate
for U.S. Congress Kerith Strano
Taylor ’




